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EDITORIAL 

A number of quasi-semantic c rime s have undoubtedly b e en committed bY e nthusiastic ps eudo-Forteans, 
at times e ven in t he pages of t his publication, in p art, as Hubert M althaner points out by implication in t hi s  
issu e, because o f  t he desire o f  dil ettante archaeologists t o  prove t he case for the existence, i n  r emote 
pre-historic tim es, • of civilizations on this e arth far s urp assing our own in t echnologi c al d evelopment•. 
C olonel Churc hward is obviously t he c l assi c  ex ample of this r ather c asuistic approac h  t o  pre-hi story, 
w hich rationalizes t he s el ective "editing" of r eferences c ited in s upport of the c ase for the prior existence 
of  t hese civilizations. L atterday Churchwards, not c ontent w ith paraphrasing Helena P etrovna Bl avatsky 
without due credit, a nd s hifting happenings from t he C aribbean to t he Pacific, have of c ourse shown a 
marked tal ent for blatant pl agiarism of e arlier pl agiarists, and al so been inclined to p araphr ase not only 
not wis ely but all t oo w ell. The r esult has b een decidedly confusing. 

We are concerned at SITU not with this ps eudo-Fort e an approac h  t o  pre-history, but w it h  the evidence, 
as y et unexplained by t he t ec hnicians who have pontificated on the subj ect in t he p ast, w hich adds up to 
the possibility that our s is possibly not t he b e st of all possible w orlds but simply the mo st recent c hapter 
in man ' s  r epeat ed efforts to r each t he s tars. 

We tend to vie w  with s uspicion anything w hich suggests that w e  m ay in fact have c ome t his way before. 
We ignore t he hi storical precedents w hi c h  s houl d  remind us of how technicians, admini strators, bure aucrats 
as t ruly s anctified in their days as in ours, h ave in the known past prevented earlier adv ances, ignoring 
want and hunger and ignoring misery and inj ustices in t heir no d oubt understandable preoccupation with 
formulae aim ed at prol onging the s t atus quo of  the d ay. 

It is tempting, but intelle ctually dishonest, to dismiss out of hand the possibility that civilizations 
have risen and fallen and literally vanis hed into t h e  mists of time on t his  world of ours, solely because of 
the excesses of t hese l atterday C hurc hwards who se sins are obvious and whose devotion to truth may 
properly b e  questioned. 

If we t herefore recognize this possibility, and extrapolate from the known to the presum ed, we are 
legitimatelY s p ecul ating on a s ubject which has intrigued t housands, including m any of our members, 
throughout t hese and e arlier years. We w ould b e  l acking in t he humility demanded of students of history 
if we thus d enigrate this pos sibility s ol ely b ecause of t he best-selling charlatans who have in recent 
year s muddied t he w aters. 

This is assuming w e  pay more t h an lip-servic e t o  our de scription of ourselves as Forteans, and t hat 
w e  have a c ertain sense of history t o  which so m any a mong us are proudly alien. 

H ans Stefan Santesson 

CHAOS & CONFUSION 

WHOSE POINT OF VIEW? 

A cartoon r eprinted from Punch, the famous English 
comic mag azine, s hows t wo apes (variety not dis­
tinguishable) in a c age and a littl e man in another 
c orner of a room. The caption reads " It ' s  most in­
teresting, by pushing this l ever 20 times you c an g et 
him to w alk across here  with a b anana. "  

Obviously, thi s  i s  intended t o  b e  funny, b ut we 
. did a kind of m ental doubl e-t ake after r e ading it. How 

do we know t hat this isn't t he reaction -the true 
one- of animal s  subj ected to v arious t ests de signed 
to m easure t heir intelligence, adaptability, e tc? 
Actually, w e  d on't. B ut w e  a re so certain of our 
superior m entality t hat it s el dom occurs to us to 
even consider t he possibility t hat such t e sts m ay 
work bot h  ways. 

T here i s  a c ammon notion that a nim al s  (i. e., 
prop erly "mamm al s " )  do not "think ", t houg h just what 
is me ant by thi s word I am not certain;  an d th at one 
must not attribute hum an emotions t o  ot her anim al s. 
If an animal shows app arent affection for its young, 
this is put down to instinct -a catch- all w ord if 
there ever w as o ne- but not to t he 'fact ' that th e 

animal may indeed b e  fond of it s offspring. Ivan 
Sanderso n, in his book The Dynasty of Abu ( still in 
p rint, Alfred A. Knopf, NYC), includes the story of a 
fem al e  elephant tested for her mental cap acity and 
mem orizing ability at a s ci entific institute in Ger­
many. The gentlemen who did the testing not ed that 
after a few t ri al s  t he el ephant "becam e  m uch annoy ed, 
but usually c hose the neutral, j ust in c ase" ;  and Ivan 
Sanderson concluded t hat " Her peeve w as apparently 
with t he nature of the exp eriment, not w ith its r esult". 
It woul d seem to b e  impo ssibl e to becom e peeved if 
you c anna t 'think '. 

Certainly, much of anim al b ehaviour, incl uding our 
own (thoug h t his notion may not be popul ar), is 
" instinctiv e "  but it probably i s  a mi stak e to assume 
that all of it is. On many occ asions I have watched 
our dogs lyi ng on the lawn and obviously calcul ating 
their c hances of catching a g round hog pottering 
about on t he periphery of t he l awn. (Here I shoul d  put 
on record th at on one occasion a young g roundhog 
w as found approximately 7 feet up in an appl e t ree at 
one end of t he l awn: the trunk is v ertical for t he first 
4 feet. I was not aware that they could climb.)  



It i s  impossible t o  draw any firm conclusion s from 
any of t hi s ,  but it is p erhaps a good idea to k eep it 
all in m ind. 

THE AVENGER FLIGHT ;  AN D OTHERS 

The unexplained loss of a f light of fiv e N avy 
torpedo bombers off t he Florida co ast in December, 
1945, was t he incident t hat b egan t he e ntire "Vile 
Vort ices" business. Thi s  is not t o  s ay t hat t he Navy 
plan es w ere t he first t o  di sappear in t hat are a in 
strange c ircumstances. O n  the c ontrary, there are 
reco rds of hundreds of d i sapp earances of s hips and 
aircraft in t he s o-called "Triangle " as w ell as a 
traditio n of suspicious goi ngs-on that dates b ack 
several hundred ye ars.  B ut t he loss of t he fiv e  torpedo 
bom bers,  and of a search pl ane sent after them (but 
see b elow),  brought t he situation very dramatically to 
t he attention of t he public. Writers s uch as Vincent 
Gaddis (Invisible Hori zo n s) a nd Ivan Sanderson 
(Invisible Residents)  coll ated a large number of c ase 
histories  from the Triangle and offered the  N avy in­
cide nt in t he context of a long and continuing history 
of une xplained occurrences. 

The U. S. Navy makes exhaustive inv e stigations o f  
accide nts that occur to its ships and aircraft .  The 
loss of t he five torpedo bombers and the search plane 
touched off an unusually det ailed study. The trans­
cript of t he offici al b oard of inquiry is the basic 
source document for dat a  on the incident ,  but it has 
b een a difficult m atter to get access to it. The r eport 
has been av ailable to t he public, but only to t hose 
willi n g  a nd able to v i sit an obscure office in t he 
Bureau of N av al Personnel in Washington. Further­
mor e ,  only the testimony and exhibits were  av ailable 
-th e  conclusions of t he b o ard of inquiry were kept 
unde r w raps. Apparently the N avy f e ared legal 
plohl e m s  might result from t he r elease of  t he c on­
clusions of t he board. Howev er ,  t he Navy did inform 
us (thi s w as long aft er Invi sible Residents w as pub­
lished ), • off t he r e cord" ,  that t he board pinned full 
responsibility on t he leader of t he f light,  and con­
cluded that he had simply lost hi s way, panicked, and 
eventually led t he flight out t o  sea w here it ran out of 
fuel.  

We are pleased to r eport that Member #37 2  has 
recently succeeded in convincing N av al officials t hat 
the entire r eport ,  including t. he conclusions of 
the b oard, s hould be made public. Furthermore, the 
Navy has agreed t o  make microfilm copies for g eneral 
distrib ution. This may be ordered from Operational 
Archives Branch, N av al Historical Center,  Washington 
N av y  Yard, Bldg. 2 10 ,  Washington, DC 20374; the 
price is $4 .00,  and requests s hould specify that t hi s  
is t he c ase of t he fiv e  TBMs o r  Av engers lost on 
December 5 ,  1 945.  

The N avy should b e  co mme nded for  t his  forthright 
action, as s hould o ur member for his persuasiv eness. 
Without  both, the original report w ould prob ably b e  
lost forever t o  serious rese arc hers. I t  is  true that the 
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ne w data in t h e  report simply p uts the b lam e on Lt. 
T aylor,  t he flight leader, and t he n  correct s t he find• 
ings to s ay t hat he wasn't to blam e  and t hat "t he 
f li g ht dis app e ar ed for reasons or c auses unknown". 
( Ev e n  if he w as,  t here are cert ainly some peculi ari­
ties still remaining. ) Rob ert J. D ur ant, who has d one 
m uc h  work on this , tells us that he has interviewed 
two pilots who were in the sam e t r aini ng program a nd 
t hat t heir information " m ak e s  Lt . Taylor, the leader, 
look bad , . . .  but really o nly serves to confuse t he 
central que stion of ' what happe ned? ' " 

And t he que stion of t he M artin Mariner sent t o  look 
for t he lost flight is mo st odd. The official N avy 
v ersion is t hat it "disappeared" b ut t hat a flash of 
lig ht was seen b y  a freiglter in 1the are a w here t he 
plan e  ought t o  have been and t hat it is believed that 
it probably blew up. A radio t alk-show MC in Florida 
has t old us that t he se pl anes w ere probably t he w orst 
death-traps of t hat era; g asoline fume s had a t endency 
to l e ak  into t he plane -one sp ark, and that was that­
and t hat the crew o f  one pl ane in the squ adron to 
which he w as assigned and which was sent out s hort­
ly after the M artin flying b o at ,  saw the plane blow up. 
If t hi s  is true, and our informantCertainly was sincere, 
why didn't/do esn't the N avy kno w  of  thi s  and say so? 

While we are at it , M em ber #37 2  has also eliminat­
ed one of t he vessels formerly b eliev ed to be con­
nect ed wit h  t he mystery of t he "Tri angle".  This i s  
the John and M ary , li sted by bot h  G addi s and Sander­
son, and just about ev eryone e lse. The SS West 
Quechee sig hted t he 1 25-foot fishing schooner at 
3 1829'  N orth and 63° 29 ' West ,  southeast of Bermuda, 
at 4 : 45 p . m .  on t he 16th April, 1 9 3 2 ;  the crew and t he 
ship's  papers and d ocuments w er e  missing. Our 
mem ber  checked t hrough Co ast Guard records on 
d erelict s hips and found t hat : 

" All of t he six c rew memb ers had already bee n 
re sc ued on M arch 8 ,  1 93 2 ,  by t he master  motorship 
Tide water. There had b e en an explosion in the e ngine 

room of t he John and M ary, after which the crew 
pani cked, ab andoning t he s hip hastily at 1 : 38 p . m. 
T h e  c rew w as soon pick ed up and had b rought t he 
ship 's  pap ers  with them. The location of t he abandon­
ment w as  at 36° 58' North and 69° 5 0 '  West. 

"It was found t hat t he e ngine had exploded b ut no 
othe r  damag e had been done, so it was taken into tow 
as a d erelict. " 

I 

The Impossible Triangl e  



MERMAIDS 

Mermaids hav e been a popul ar topic for m any 
year s, one vi ewpoint b eing t hat t hese were simply 

man at ee s  or dugongs seen b y  lov e-st arved s ailors,  
and t he ot her t hat mermaids re ally exist .  I hav e  
always b een inclined t o  beli ev e  that it was pretty 
close to lib el to suggest t hat sailors were this blind, 
but t here prov e s  to be another f acet to t hi s ,  as re­
ported in Elaine Morgan 's book The Descent .Qf. 
Woman (rev iewed in thi s  issue ). Mrs. Morgan says, 
" . . .  a report on t he dugong by H. A. F .  Goohar • . . offers 
t h e  most probable solution to t he mystery of t he 

marin er and t he mermaid. It point s  out that there is a 

striking resemblance b etween the genit alia of dugongs 
and t hose of human beings; and t hat in  t he Red Se a 
are a  t here is an oral tradition t hat in form er centuries 
a sailor after months at sea who fou nd a dugong in  

the shallows-large,  docile,  warm-blooded , air-bre ath­

ing, s moot h- skinned, female-bre asted. and w it h  

v entral genit al organs w hich r em ark ably w ell fitted 
hi s. own-wouldn't worry ov er-much if  she w as com­

p arativ ely faceless. " This is cert ainly a more r ation­

al e xplanation t han the mere suggestion t hat s ailors 

saw dugongs or manat ees and mi stook them for 
be autiful w om en.  

On t he other hand, m any report s  of merm aids c ome 

from areas in  whi ch no sireni an has ev er been found 
and in w hi ch t hey could not surviv e ,  e. g.  in t he 
no'rt her n  latit udes. T here have been som e  deliberate 
ho ax e s  and publicity stunt s, but t here are other re­
ports which c annot be so easily dismissed. One suc h  
report i s  incl uded in  Se a Enc hantress b y  G w e n  Ben­
well and Sir Art hur Waugh (New York , The Cit adel 
Press, 1 965; pp. 1 13- 1 14 ): 

"Deposition by John M 'Isaac, a farm er, . . .  
" At c ambeltown, t wenty-ninth of October,  1 8 1 1 . 

In presence of Dunc an C ampbell , E so • .  Sheriff-sub­
stitut e of Kintyre,  appeared J o hn M ' Isaac, tenant in 
Corphine . • • solemnly sworn and examined depone s . . . .  
That about three or f our o ' clock of t he aft ernoon of 
·
sund ay t he eighteent h  current having t aken a w alk 
towards t he seaside, he c ame to t he edge of a preci­
pice abov e t he s hore, from w hich he saw the ap­
pearance of s omethi ng white upon a black r ock at 
som e  dist ance from him . . . .  He c rept upon all fours .. .  

·until he cam e  within t welve or fifteen p aces of  t he 

rock where it l ay :  That ,  upon looking at t he obj ect 

with att ention,  he was impressed wit h  gre at s urpri se 

and astoni shment at its uncommo n  appearance . . . .  That 

t he upper half of it w as whit e,  and of t he s hap e of a 

human body, and t he ot her half towards t he t ail  of a 

brindled r eddish-grey c olour apparently cov ered w ith 

long hair; and as t he wind blew off t he land, it some­

time s rai sed the hair ov er t he c reature's  head,  and 

ev ery time t he g ust of w i nd would do t hi s ,  t he animal 

would lean t owards one sid e ,  and taking up t he oppo­

site hand,  would stroke t he hair b ackwards,  a nd t hen 

l eaning upon t he other side of it s head in t he s am e  

m anner. That at t he same time, t he animal w ould put 
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b ack the hrur on both sides of it s head in t his manner; 
it wo uld also spread or extend its t ail like a fan ,  to 
a con siderable breadth, a nd w hile so extended, t he 
tail continued in tremulous motion and w hen drawn 
toget her again it rem ained motionles s  and appeared to 
the d eponent to be about twelve or fourt een inches 
bro ad lying flat upon t he rock . . . . That t he anim al ,  
upon t h e  whole, was b etwe e n  four and five feet long , 
as near as he could j udge : That it had a head, hair, 
arm s, and body, down to t he middle like a human 
being, o nly t hat t he arms were short in proportion to 
t he body which appeared to be about the t hickness of 
that of a young lad ,  and t apering gradually to the 
point of  t he t ail: •. . .  (ob serv er watched for near t wo 
hours) . . .  he saw it s face,  ev ery fe ature of w hich he 
co uld distinctly mark , and which t o  him had all t he 
appearance of t he face of a human being, w ith v ery 
hollo w eyes . . .  the cheeks w ere of the sam e c olour 
wit h t he r e st of t he face: That t he neck seem ed to b e  
short . . . . (could not see t he c hest ,  half submerged in 
t he water, so could not say if it were male  or f emale)  
All whi ch he decl ares t o  be t rut h as he shall answer 
to God; and d epones he c annot w rite .  

DUNCAN CAMPBELL,  Sheriff-Substitut-e "  
Witnesses:  Rev . Doctor George Robertson and Mr. 
Norm an MacL eod , minister of Campbeltown, and 
J am e s  Maxwell, Esq. ,  Chamberl ain of M ull. 

A second report is t aken from Silliman ' s  Americ an 
Journ al of Science,  Vol. II ( 1820),  pp. 1 7 8- 1 79 ,  and 
i s  identified as an extract from t he log b ook of t he 
ship L eoni d as,  " sailing from New-York towards 
Havre,  As a Swift master; May 18 1 7. L at.  44° ,  6' 
north".  It was "communicated to Benj amin Sillim an 
by Mr. Elisha L e wis of N ew-Haven,  a respect able 
merc hant " ,  and r e ads as follows: 

" First part of the day light v ari able winds and 
cloudy; at t wo P . M. on the larboard quarter, at the 
di st ance of about half t he s hip' s lengt h, s aw a 
stran ge fi sh. It s lower part s  w ere  like a fi sh; its 
belly w as all white; the top of the back brown, and 
there was the appe aranc e of short hair as far as t he 
top of its he ad. From t he breast upwards,  it had a 
near re semblance t o  a human being and looked upon 
t h e  observ er s  very e arnestly; as it was b ut a short 
dist ance from t he ship , all the aft ernoon, we had a 
go od opportunity to observ e  it s motions and shape.  
No one o n  bo ard ev er saw t he like fish, b efore; all 
believ e  it to be a M erm aid. 

"The s e cond m ate Mr. Steve ns, an intelligent 
young man , told me t he face w as nearly whit e ,  and 
ex actly like that of a hum an person; t hat its arm s 
were about half as long as hi s ,  with hands re sembling 
hi s own; t hat it stood erect out of the water about 
two feet , looking at t he s hip and sail s with great 
earnest ness.  It would remain in t his attitude, close 
along si de, t en or fifteen mi nutes at a time, and t hen 
div e and appear on t he ot her side. It rem ained around 
t h em about six hours. Mr. Stev ens also st ated t hat 
it s hair w as black on t he he ad and exactly re sembl-



ed a man ' s ; that below t he arms ,  it was a perfect 
fish in form , and t hat t he whole length from the h e ad 
to t he t ail about fiv e f e et. • 

Bot h  these accounts are very straig htforward, and 
it is unlikely that either was s imply " m ade up ". Under 
English l aw, perj ury is a v ery serious offense �what 
t he pe nalty w as in 1 820 I do not know,  b ut it must 
cert ainly hav e  b een sufficient t o  deter anyone from 
making suc h a d eposition unl e ss he were v ery s ure of 
his f acts. Al so , Mr. M 'Isaac ' s  daughter m ade a 
similar d eposition, st ating t hat she had seen t he 
'creature ' on another occ asion; and t he Witnesses 
were conv inced of Mr. M'Isaac ' s  sincerity. 

As for  t he entry in the log of the Leonidas, it 
was an offense to make an incorrect entry and ship 
capt ai ns had bett er t hing s  to do with their time t han 
to write down fairy tales that could easily discredit 
them with s hip owners. 

Neit her report has m uch in comm o n  with 'legend­
ary' mermaids, t he b e autiful blondes who lure sailor s 
to their doom by singing at them. In fact the se mer­
m aids don't sound at all attractive,  but they do share 
one peculiarity: noticeably s hort arms. This is an 
odd t hing t o  make up if you are concocting a story. 

Whet her M 'Isaac' s  deposition was wid ely p ubli shed 
and mig ht have been seen by Mr. Stev ens,  t he second 
mate of t he L eonidas , is unknown , but ev en if it w as, 
t he initial report must still b e  considered to b e  an 
accurat e  description of what John M 'Isaac saw. 

None of this prov e s  anyt hing , but it doe s  sugge st 
that report s  of mermaids s hould be g iven more con­
sideratio n t han is often t h e c ase. 

HE TALKED WITH THE SEAGULLS 

Our member 1t 1434 has sent us a number of ac­
counts of unusual ev ents in hi s part of the w orld , b ut 
perhap s  t he most unusual -thoug h it is not strictly 
wit hin our provi nce- is the f ollowing. (We do not 
hav e p ermission to use t he full name of t he witness. ) 

" Dick B. was working in some of t he more r emote 
are as of  Alask a in t he e arly 5 0s. One morning an 
older Amerind laborer di sappeared for a while. Wh en 
he r eturned, he was v ery concerned about his wife , 
stating that she was ill and th at he had to go to her. 
Th e only available c ommunication was a s hortw ave 
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radio which,  at that t im e, was not working. The 
Am erind explained th at he had gone and talked w ith 
th e seagulls who told him t hat hi s w ife was s eriously 
ill and he had to go to her. She was 500 miles away. 

"L at er t h at day a plane c am e  throug h  h e ading 
north,  and the Amerind went along. 

" As soon as th e r adio was r ep aired , t he pilot w as 
contact ed and he r eport ed t hat upon landing at the 
is land the wife 's illness was c onfirmed. Th ere had 
been no adv ance notice of the Amerind ' s  arriv al, a nd 
yet ,  the only auto on th e island was waiting t o  de­
liv er them to t he village some 1 3  miles di st ant. The 
pilot had no explanation for t he fact t hat t he t axi was 
t here to meet them. 

" When t he Amerind ret urned t o  hi s job , he comm e nt­
ed casually t hat it w as a g ood t hing th at he had g one 
to talk with the seagulls. " 

This is really most extraordinary, t hough there are 
possible t heorie s t hat come to mind. Am erinds in 
many plac e s  are ,  or at least used to be,  noted for 
using smoke sig nals,  and these are also used by t he 
Austr alian Aborigines. In some case s th e smoke 
sig nals them selves conv ey a messag e ,  but in others 
( and t his seems to be parti cularly t rue of the Australi­
ans) the smok e signal s s eem t o  b e  simply an at­
tention-getting device, th e me ssag e  actually b eing 
sent by "ment al telep athy". It is also t rue that many 
so- c alled mediums use their cryst al b alls ,  tea leav es ,  
or  what ev er , not a s  s ourc e s  of information per se  but 
as obj e cts which h elp th em to concentrat e ,  the 
'messag e '  coming from some ot her ' source '. It seems 
unlikely t hat seagulls as such conv ey ev en simple 
bits of information from one human to anoth er , b ut it 
i s  possibl e t hat a tribe or ev e n  a family of Am erinds 
might choose,  say, a seagull as a sort of g uardian 
angel and t hus an unwitting intermedi ary in an ex­
c hang e of news by what is now called ment al tele­
pat hy. It is unfortunat e  that t he Amerind w as not 
qui zzed more t horoughly but t hi s ,  of course ,  may not 
have been po ssible f or many r easons. 

Th e m odus operandi of ment al 'telep athy' is not 
under stood at the present 'tim e, but we b eli ev e  it 
likely th at it , too , will prove to be a physic al phe­
nom enon, operating on a "wav elength" not yet de­
tectable  by us. 

If any of our members know of similar occurrence s ,  
we w i l l  b e  h appy to h ear of them. 

David Scott-Moncrieff , head of David Scott-Moncrieff & Son Ltd. , Purv eyors of Horseless C arriag e s
. 

to 
t he Nobility and Gentry since 1927, is the 'limerici st '  whose work w as quoted in our July issue. Herew1th 
anoth er of his efforts: 

Th e monst er th at liv e s  in Loch Ness 
Said he liv ed in the days of Queen Bess. 
Wh en th ey said "Do you mean 
Th at you liv ed WITH th e Q ueen? "  
H e  r eplied w ith a w ink , "More o r  le ss". 
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V. ASTRONOMY 

THE TUNGUSKA "METEORITE " 

still anot her t heory to explai n  the explosion and 
odd p attern of dam age at Tunguska in Siberia in  
1 908 has b e e n  put  forward b y  A.  A. J ackson 4th  and 
Michael P .  Ryan Jr. , p hysici st s at th e Center for 
Relativity T heory at t he University of Tex as at 
Austin. T heir sugge stion is based on experiments 
carried out by Soviet scientists in 1 966 , w hich sho w­
ed that t he pattern of tree felling at Tungu ska c ould 
have been caused by a " cylindrical explosion travel­
ling down a wire at an angle of 30 degrees t o  the 
ground". Thi s experiment was done w it h  a scale 
model of t he Tunguska site and produced an identical 
p attern t o  that found t here. 

Messrs. J ackson and Ryan sugge st that all t he 
effects noted at Tungusk a, and also t hose r ecorded 
elsewhere at the time of that ' explo sion' ,  were pro­
duced by a "black hole" that plunged straight through 
the e arth. "Black holes "  are not , of course,  " hole s "  

but incr edibly dense and minute b odies that a r e  b e­
liev ed to be the final stage in t he collap se of a star. 
A bl ack hole i s  de scribed by J ackson and Ryan as 
"a grain  of dust weighing a million billion tons and 
trav elling at ab out 25 , 000 miles an hour when it hit 
the e arth. If it entered at Tung uska, it w ould hav e  
exited s o me where i n  t he North Atlantic b etwe e n  New­
foundland and t he Azores ,  and it w ould have produced 
shock waves here also.  T hey therefore suggest t hat 
ship s '  logs be e x amined for accounts of any unusual 
occurrences on the 30th June 1908 and t hat any other 
records of changes in air press ure in t he North 
Atlantic s ho uld also be checked for confirmatory 
evidence.  

It  may never be possible to  prov e the c ause of the 
dev ast ation at Tungusk a  -comet head,  " space ship " ,  
a n  antimatt er meteorite, o r  a black hole- b ut the 
continued accumulation of evidence,  not simply from 
t he sit e itself but from other are as , m ay provide us 
with a prob able  answer. 

VI. GEOLOGY 

L IGHTNING AGAIN 

One of our members , who prefers to be known as X, 
sends the following: 

" Aside from Fort ' s  comm ents on lig ht ning's 
af finity for wedge-shaped obj ect s ,  it has been known 
to do some c razy t hings such as fusing coins inside 
a pocket without causin g ot her damage,  fusing a liv e  
bullet to the b arrel o f  a gun, and b urning photograp hic 
images into gl ass . B ut t he following incidents are my 
favourites.  

"In t he Scientific American (old s eries),  1 1-344:  

'A L ightni n g  Well Borer: During a r ec e nt thunder­

storm at Kensington,  N . H. ,  t he lightning desc ended 

perpendicularly in an intense di sc harge into a pasture 

field, and m ade a hole about a foot in di ameter and 

30 feet deep,  forming a well whi ch soon filled up with 

good w ater . '  What b etter way t o  dig a well, b ut how 

does one get "perpendic ular" lightning? 

" And in t he e arly morning of June 29 , 1 869 the 

residents of Pradettes ,  France,  c aught glimpses of a 

nak ed man sne aking abo ut. The naked m an t urned out 

to be the mayor. From out of t he blue ,  a b olt of light­

ning struck him and burnt away every stitch of cloth­

ing without touching him .  I 've heard of s e am s being 

burnt away, b ut not all at once! (See Hart ' s  Giant 

Book of F ascinating F acts, p. 1 48 . )  

.. From t h e  same source there i s  an undated account 
of lightning striking near a flock of sheep g r azing 
near L apleux, France . All t he b lack sheep in t he 
flo ck were killed i nst antly, but not one of t he w hite 
sheep was s o  much as t ouched.  This sort of thing 
carri es selectivity of t arget s  a b it too far. " 

P erhaps,  but . . . In our issue of J uly 1 9 7 2  we re­
ported on a Shenando ah N ational P ark Ranger, Roy c. 
Sulliv an, who had b een struck by light ning no less 
t han four times and lived t o  t ell ab out it .  He ' s  b ee n  
hit agai n. 

T he W as hington Star-News ( Washington, D . C.)  of 
t he 27t h  August 1 9 73 ,  reports that Sullivan w as struck 
for the· fifth t ime on the 7th Aug ust of t hi s  year. T hey 
quote him as s ayi ng,  "I had had a dre am t hat I was 
going to be struck again this year and after t hat I had 
been d o dging every storm t hat carne near me".  He 
added that every time he saw a storm g athering, he 
leaped in his c ar and he aded in the oppo site d irection 
at top sp eed, b ut miscalculated in August 7t h. "It 
st ruck: me rig ht on t he head,  s et my hair on fire and 
we nt down my left arm and left l eg ,  knocked my left 
shoe off, but didn't untie the lac e  or cut it , then cross­
ed ov er to my right leg below t he knee and went into 
the ground. " This tim e  he was away from w ark for 
seventeen d ays. 

Mr. Sullivan is no longer afraid of  being struck. He 
st ates that he has had anoth er dream.  "That was the 
l ast one. I know exactly why it happened--it was all 
for good purposes. " Howev er ,  he will not elaborate on 
this,  saying simply, "That ' s  b et ween God and m e, 
and nobody but us will ev er kno w " .  A ' fin al '  answer 
but not a helpful o ne. O nly time will tell whether he 
is c o rrect. For his sake, we hop e s o .  

LONDON F O R  DARKNESSES? 

One of our English sub scribers  s ends the follow­
ing account to b e  added to our c at alogue of "unnatural 
darknesses" . 



"This happened to me,  circa Spring 1 942 , w hen I 
was working for t he war time Governm ent in an 
obscure department as t ypi st.  The b uilding w here I 
worked was ne ar We stminster Abbey and t he Houses 
of P arli am ent and the bus that took m e  hom ewards 
went  up Whitehall, t he se at of t he Government w here 
all t he civil servants and war offi cers were situate. 

"One d ay, about 4 p.m. , I g ot on my b us t o  go 
hom e, a nd it was a clear ,  rather dull day. B ut as the 
bu s t urned past t he Houses of P arl iament and up 
toward s Whitehall , the whol e atmo sp here darkened 
and we drove into a perfect fog; dark air bill owed 
round t he bus and the conductor had to put on the 
lights,  and we looked at each other startled. (I don't 
rem em ber anyone el se o n  the bus - but do r emember 
the look betwe e n  the conductor and myself). We drove 
up White hall without a stop - it is quite a s hort 
street - and t hen came onto Trafalgar Square, and 
lo! t he fog lifted and t he streets were cl e ar again. 
Fog over Whitehall! ye s,  literally true. I never saw 
this m entioned by anyone .... I seem to remember t he 
lights being on in t he offices in Whitehall as we w ent 
through, b ut not el sew here. " 

Again, we would ask t hat any members who might 
hav e  further information on t hi s  incident g et in touch 
with us; or if you have other examples, we will be 
happy to have t hem. 

PRE-EARTHQU AKE PHENOMENA 

One of t he t hings that interested Charles Fort was 
t h e  o ccurrence of various phenomena preceding 
e arthquak es, almost invari ably dismi ssed by the 
' e xp erts'  as b eing 'unrel ated' to t he quake. D espite 
this,  t he common man ha s continued to report such 
things as glows in t he skie s, odd d ark cl ouds, etc. 
This has no w become almost 'respectabl e '  be c ause 
of t he near nece ssity for findi ng s ome w ay to predi ct 
e arthquak es so t hat at least some pre c aution s can be 
tak en or arrangements made to provide relief �or t he 
victi m s  aft erwards. 

A recent e arthquake in Mexico was preceded b y  
fl as hing r e d  gl ows, simil ar t o  " he at lightning " .  and 
soun ds of t hunder in a clear bl ue sky. White fl ashes 
were seen after the quak e. Al so, Soviet s cienti sts 
studying t he 1966 earthquak e t hat wrecked T ashke nt 
hav e  announced t hat t he sky there did gl ow several 
hours before t he quake, a n d  t hat t he c ause w as a 
"redistrib ution of ele ctric c barges in t he e arth­
atmo sphere system". El ectron concentratio n s  w ere 
measured at st ation s at Al m a  At a and Tashkent the 
nig ht of t he quake; t he ionosphere over Alm a  At a was 
found to be " cal m ", but over Tashkent " a  sil ent storm 

of electro ns"' broke out several hours before t he 
quake, reached its peak before the f irst tremor. and 
then s ub sided. 

We have r eported b efor e on t he f act t hat animal s  
show every evidence of sensing an impending earth­
quake,  de spite a lack of obvious warni ng si gnals, and 
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have specul ated t hat some el ectromagnetic dis­
turbance m ay be at the root of thi s. (Probably M an 
al so has t he necessary 'receptors'  b ut t he se are 
either hypertrop hi ed or we have trained ourselves to 
ignore t he signal s. If you read report s by persons 
who have had some t ype of "psychic" experi ence, 
you will often find a statement to the eff ect t hat the 
episode fright ened the person so much that he or she 
does not want anything like that to happen again and 
will deliber ately try to 'bl ock ' such abilities. Thi s  
could be true of more 'physical '  predictions a s  well. 
It woul d  seem that few premonitions have t o  do with 
ple as ant events. )  Some very bizarre and measurable 
phenom en a  occurred b e fore t he e arthquak e  t hat hit 
H awaii I sl an d  on the 26th April 1 97 3; so bizarre t hat 
one sci enti st said, "It ' s  too much like Buck Rogers­
we h ave no expl anation for it yet ". 

About an hour before the e arthquak e  struck Hil o  
(on Hawaii Isl and, some 200 miles  s outheast o f  Oahu) 
t he radiowave-reflecting l ayer of t he iono sphere some 
50 mil es up " suddenly di sappe ared -that is, for s ome 
odd re ason, the layer did not reflect radiowaves sent 
up from t he ground". And t he N avy' s  "Omega N aviga­
tional Syst e m ", producing l ong wave-l ength r adio 
signal s  to g uide ships far at sea, "began drifting and 
not making any sense". "Omeg a" hit its m aximum 
drift j ust abo ut the time t he quake occurred and t hen 
began to recover; and the ionosphere agai n  began re­
fl ecting r adiowaves immedi ately after the quake. 

Discovery that t he ionosphere was 'missing' was 
a serendipitous outcome of studie s  set up t o  try to 
provide an early-warning system for tsunamis ( so­
call ed tidal wave s). Major tsunami s are commo nly 
preceded b y  a p articul ar type of e arthquake shock 
wave -call ed Rayl eigh w aves- which are detectable 
in t he atmosphere as w ell as in t he ground ,  and it 
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was these Rayl eigh w aves that t he observatory at 
Oahu, which di scovered the 'mi ssing ionosp here' .  
was l ooking f or.  They can be detected b y  special 
radio signal s, and it was these that failed to return 
from t he iono sp here. 

T his H awaii an e arthquake w as also abnormal in 
that tre mors at O ahu continued to be recorded f or 
tw0 hours instead of the usual 30 to 45 minut e s. The 
reason f or t hi s  is unknown. To date, so f ar as we 
know, t here have been no published s p ecul ations on 
just what happened here or why. The wide spread 
reports of fl ashing lights in t he sky prior to e arth­
quak es may indic at e  t hat " electron storm s" are a 
com mon event in conjunction with e arthquakes.  In 
the articl es availabl e to us there is no mention of 
such b efore t he H awaii an quak e b ut, obviously, 
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som ethi n g  w e nt ' wrong' with t he ionosphere. EquallY, 
it woul d  appear t hat the ionosphere, t hough disturbed 
over  T ashk ent, did not disapp e ar before or during t hat 
1966 earthqu ake. Neverthel ess, there now seems to 
be no question that t here are unusual atmospheric 
concomitants to e arthquakes, and we woul d  suggest 
that the s cientists should pay more attention to 
reports from the "benighted native s "  of bi zarre events 
prec eding or f ollowing earthquakes. The b asic mecha­
ni sm g over ning t he occurrence of quakes i s  f airly 
well under stood, and t heir destructive powers w ell 
known; what we need now is a t horough st udy of t he 
less v i sibl e  cons equenc es. Fl ashing light s  are far 
from b eing t he only unusual phenom ena that have 
been r eported b efore e arthquak e s. The others tend 
to b e  even "'worse " .  

VII. BIOLOGY 

ABSMAL AFFAIRS IN PENNSYLVANIA 
AND ELSEWHERE 

by All en V. Noe 

Editor ' s  Note :  T his i s s u e  of P ursuit was delib er ately 

held up in order to bring you t his report on the e xtra­

ordinary events in Pennsylvania. As of t he time of 

writing (mid-October), there have been no new report s 

for about two and a half weeks and it seems t hat t he 

creatures have withdrawn f rom t he are a  f or the t ime 

being. Publicity on t hi s  has been kept to  a minimum, 

both t o  avoid panic locally ( and we must e mp hasize 

that there are no reports of humans havi ng been 

molested in any way, eve n  when t hey have taken pot 

shots at the 'monsters' ) and to avert an infl ux of 

trigger- happy monster- hunters who too oft en dam age 

priv ate property and s how a tendency to t ak e  pot 

shots at anything t hat moves.  We w ould ask our 

members not to go b argi ng off t o  P ennsylvania 

where t he..y-;., ill prob ably only c ause @ trouble at 

t his point .  There is no current activity t here in any 

case. we are in touch with i nv estigators there and 

are prepared t o  t ake any necessary action. 

In August of t hi s  year, I took my wife and Number 
Two son on a t rip to Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Texas, 
primarily to visit rel atives but al so t o  c heck on U n­
expl aineds along t he way. While visiting a friend in 
Littl e Rock, Arkans as, I first heard of sig htings of 
large, hairy creatures in t he vicinity of Pine Bl uff, 
and w e  t herefore made a deto ur to t hat city. The 
Sheriff ' s  Office there had reports f rom tw o out-of­
st ate motorists t hat t hey had seen a l arge, hairy 
something standing upright on t he highway north of 
Pine Bl uff . When t he motorists approac hed it, the 
cre ature dropped to all f ours and t ook off into the 
wood s in a hurry. Si nce t hi s  was consiste nt w it h  a 
bear ' s  behaviour, neit her t he Sheriff nor I considered 
t hat thi s was anything ot her t han a be ar, but in the 
light of more recent developments, it is  more t han 
possible that it was not a b ear. 

Others h ad al so reported s ightings, but t here were 
insufficient det ails t o  warrant t he assumption t hat a 
bipedal animal was involved. A newspaper clipping 
j ust rec eived, however, reported t hat t hree b oys riding 
motorcycles near Pine Bluff had s e en a large, hairy, 
ape-like beast cross t he road, walking upright and 
carrying a bl onde girl in its arms! we are t old t hat no 
bl ondes are known to b e  missing, and t his story re­
mains f or t he moment "unconfirmed ", but we are still 
che cking on it. 

Whil e in Pine Bluff, I telephoned a c o nt act in 
Texarkana to inquire about t he st atus of t he "Fouke 
Monster" (first reported on in our issue of October 
1 97 1  ) .  I was told that t he creature had not been seen 
in the area for some time but t hat there had been 
reports of a similar creature  decimating the chi ck en 
popul ation in northern L oui siana. ( I  had v isited 
F ouke, Ark ans as, in Octob er 1 97 2, at w hich time 
Gl e nn Zorn, who had grown up on hi s grandf at her 's  
farm near Fouke in t he area where all t he footprints 
were f ound, was my guide.  I obt ai ned a c ast of t he 
creature ' s  f ootprint, saw the bed m ade of brush, grass 
and leaves w here it had been sl eeping, and i nter­
viewed witnesses who had seen it crossing a nearby 
road s everal times . )  

A l etter, dated t he 5th October 1 973, f rom t he 
C ommerce Journal of Commerc e, Texas, reported two 
sightings of another monster in the South Sulp hur 
River b ottoms near Peerless, Texas. One person 
reportedl y has photos of some tracks, and we have 
taken steps t o  obt ain copie s of t hese.  Al so, Johnny 
Newcom b, a SITU member from Oklahoma City, re­
ported a l arge, hairy creature w hich had b een s een 
near Hobart, Okl ahoma, but noted that t he available 
information is insufficient to permit a definite state­
ment on the nature of t he beast. 

J ret urned home on t he 23rd Aug ust, believing 
-quite erroneously- that t hat was t hat for t he 
summer . As I c aught up wit h my re ading I c ame 
across an AP rel ease dated t he 3 1 st August, w hich 
reported "Bigfoot" sightings in We stmoreland County, 



Pennsylvania. The r elease sugg e.sted con siderable 
reluct ance o n  the part of Gree nsburg (th e  county 
seat)  officials to t alk about t his, so I contacted 
Stan Gordon, Director of the Westmoreland County 
UFO Study Group ( WCUFOSG) and now one of our 
member s, who was stated to be investigating t he 
matter . He told us of what must be one of t he greatest 
kno w n  concentrations of sightings of h uge hairy 
bipeds in history. 

There  had been fre quent sightings, starting in 
Jun e and re aching pe ak during the hot and humid 
weather in August, at which time Stan had as many 
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Pittsburg h for analysis b ut th at no reports w ere 
fort hcoming. Stan Gordo n  t herefore w ent w ith me to 
t he Museum and we retrieved the material, w hich � 
bro u ght b ack to SITU headquarters . The hair and 
fe ces, together with additio nal sp ecimens gathered 
by m e  o n  a s ubse quent trip, w ere sent to Frederick 
Ul m er, formerly C urator of Mamm al s  at the Phil a­
delphia Zoo but now retired, for examination; and 
oth er specimens which I will discuss below, were 
sent to Professor George Agogino of the Pal eo­
Indian Institute of the U niversity of E astern New 
Mexico .  As of t he 12th October 197 3, t he hairs have 

Map of Westmorel and Co unty, Pe nnsylvani a, showing locatio ns of major sightings 

and are as of  co nc e n tration (circled on t he map). 

as five people to man telephones and t wo- way radio 
co mm unic ations with the members of his gro up who 
were attempt ing to visit and que stion all those who 
had reported seeing the creat ures and to look for 
foo tprints and other evidence .  For about t wo and a 
half week s they got little or no sl eep . 

Accompanied b y  my w i fe Polly, an avid mo nster 
hunter, and by Robert E. Jone s, an enth usiastic new 
m ember of SITU, I drove to Greensburg on the 6t h 
September, retur ning ho me o n  the lOth . we h ad an 
opportunity to intervi ew several perso ns who had 
seen the 'monsters '  and to respond to so m e  t elephone 
reports. Further, we learned th at s amples of hair and 
feces and a cast of an almost c ertainly authe ntic 
footprint had been taken to the Carnegie Mu seum in 

not been identifi ed as those of any kno wn species, 
b ut no definitive report is e xpected for some time.  
T he identification of  hairs is a m uch mo re complicat­
ed b usiness t han most peo ple realiz e .  

I returned to Greensburg on the 2 1 st Sept emb er 
an d stayed until the 4th October, both to be on hand 
to help to investigate current reports and to organize 
th e reports already on hand . We now h ave over 6,000 
feet of t ape-recorded (at 1 7/8 ip s) st atement s  of 
eye-witnesses and on-site searches fo r footprints, 
etc . We also prepared a card index (on 3 x 5 cards) 
with co ndensed acco unts of approximately 100 sight­
ing s, m any by more than one perso n, thus constitu­
ting reports of some 150- 175 witne sses.  Q uestionable 
reports and kno w n  ho ax es were not incl uded here. 
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Drawings by Bob McCurry of the We stmoreland 
County U.F.O. Study Gro up, redrawn for Pursuit. 
Reproduced with permi s sion from WC UFOSG. 

1) Se en at L uxor , Pa., on t he 26th August 1 973 
at 5 :00 p . m. The ab sence of a neck is typic al of 
of ABSM reports though t he face wo uld seem to be 
far t oo " human• . 

3 2) Seen at L atrobe, P a., in September (exact 
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date not legible).  This is most curious, having a 
very catlike appe arance.  The body, not reproduced 
here, is mor e or less typic ally " absmal" but shows 
definite hips, not us ually reported of ABSMs; and t he 
hands are turned backward as in Erb ' s  paralysis,  
otherwise known as "porter ' s  t ip hand". 

3) Seen at Beech Hills, near Jeannette, Pa., o n  
t h e  27th August 1 973 at 2: 30 p . m .  T h e  very prominent 
fangs s hown here have, so far as we know, never 
been reported pf an 'ordi nary' ABSM. 

(One 1 8 "  foot print ,  for example, was a very c rude 
fake, thoug h it rec eived perhaps more publicity than 
any ot her prints found . )  

T h e  usual description o f  t he creatures w as as 
follows:  8 to 9 feet tall, c overed w ith dark hair; walk­
ing upright on t wo feet; having a smell like "sulphur " ,  
"rotten eggs", o r  "rotten meat"; with long legs ( a  
5Q- t o  57-inch stride when walking); long arms reach­
ing below t h e  knees; large orange-red eyes t hat 
glowed in . th e f aintest light; a flat , broad no se; 
"pointed" ears; a large mouth with a long w hite 
' fang ' at eac h corn er; and a gait that seemed awkward 
until t he creatur e  started to run -witnesses stated 
t hat they do ubted th at a deer c ould outrun it . Young 
ones w ere al so reported .  A "fami ly g roup" was seen 
o n  a g olf c ourse one night by five persons, who 



estimated t heir heights as approximately 4 feet , 6 
feet ,  and 8-9 feet . 

It is impossible to ascertain how many of these 
'monsters' were in the area. As many as t hree were 
seen at a time,  and nearly simultaneous reports were 
received from widely separated areas ,  including at 
least t hree adjoining counties. The map shows t he 
areas of greatest activity ( circled areas) .  Most w ere 
seen at night: crossing roads; along railroad tracks; 
in people 's  dooryards; looking through second-story 
windows ( ! ); on porches; in one instance, on t he r oof 
(a long arm with a "three-clawed hand" was r eported­
ly seen reaching down); and frequently near abandon­
ed coal mines or caves. There were, however, a few 
daylight sightings , usually early in the morning or 
late  in t he afternoon. 

A few representative c ases are r elated here ,  
names being used only when w e  have specific 
written permission. 

At 6:35 p .m .  on the 1st September 1973 , a woman 
from Whitney, Pa. , was in the Youngstown, Pa. ,  
cemetery placing flowers o n  her mother 's  grave.  Her 
baby girl, a t oddler, went toward the edge of t he 
woods ( about 30 feet away). The mother smelled an 
overpowering rotten odor and heard her baby start to 
cry. She t urned round and saw a large ,  hairy, ape­
like creature moving slowly toward the c hild. She 
grabbed her ,  just a few feet from the monster, ran t o  
her car, and drove t o  her father 's  house (about five 
miles away) to call t he police. An hour later t he 
the creature (she believes it w as the same one) show­
ed up at the father 's  house; her brother and sister 
saw it standing at the corner of t he house . 

On t he 2nd September, Mr. and Mrs. Chester 
Yothers of Whitney, Pa. ,  were sitting with friends on 
the screened front porch of their t railerhome.  Mr. 
Yothers. a retired coal miner , t old me t hat he had 

Cast of the 'standard' three-toed print found in 
Westmoreland County. The print has been outlined 
with a very thin layer of plaster to make the con­
tour e asier to see. The print does not match any 
known type of foot. 
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believed t he whole thing was a hoax and t hat he 
would believe it was r eal when he saw it . He even 
called out , "Hey, Bigfoot , come on  in here; I want 
to see you. " They all laughed about it; t he company 
left, and t he Yothers went to bed. About 4 : 30 a.m.  
Mr . Yother heard a noise outside and thought that 
som eone was t rying to break into his garage. He 
pulled back the window curtain, looked outside,  
shook hi s head ,  t hen looked again. The "monster" 
was standing about five feet away, looking at the 
house next door where eight small children live ,  who 
usually sleep on the front porch on hot nights .  He 
shook his wife, asked her if' she was awake.  He told 
her not to be scared, b ut if she wanted to see "Big­
foot" she should look out t he window , because he 
was standing right outside !  She did so ,  and t hey 
decided to call the police.  As t hey made t heir way 
through the trailer t o  the phone in the living room, 
they looked out t he back d oor and noted t hat the 
creature  was still standing there looking at t he house 
next door. After c alling t he police ,  t hey looked again 
but he was gone. Two police cars. arrived s oon 
afterward, and they found wet footprints on t he r ear  
concrete terrace; t hese were also visible i n  t he wet 
grass .  Older footprints  were discovered in flower­
beds  at a corner of t he t railer. Mr. Yothers is known 
in  the area as an absolutely honest man, and his 
experience made "believers"  of a lot of local resi­
dents . I talked to one of the State Policemen who 
investigated t his incident , and he stated that he was 
convinced t hat the Yothers had seen exactly what 
they described. The Yothers ,  incidentally , were 
afraid to  stay at their trailer, and visited relatives 
for a few days until the shock of t heir experience  had 
faded somewhat . 

Cast of t he ape-like print found in the Verona­
Penn Hills area of Pennsylvania, together with the 
outline of an orangutan's  footprint. Notice the short­
ne ss of the 'front' toes and the apparent lack of any 
joint in the great toe. 



Although generally dogs were r eported to react to  
these creatures w ith signs of extreme fright (many 
dogs seem to have  been either mauled or simply 
carried away by these "Bigfeet" ), a woman called 
from a housing development near Latrobe, Pa. ,  and 
gave the following account. She was w akened at 
about 2 :00 a .m.  by the sound of a dog t earing at 
something across the street. She went to t he window 
and saw that a dog had a giant creature by  the right 
heel. The creature was tall and built like a v ery 
hairy man. Its legs were long, and its arms  were so 
long that it didn't have to bend its knees to beat t he 
dog off. The woman went out into her front yard to 
get a b etter look, when the creature broke away and 
took tremendous leaps  going across the yard . She 
said she could feel the vibration w hen ever its feet 
hit the ground. The dog could not catch it, and the 
woman -more intrepid t han most- chased after it in 
her nightgown to see where it was going. She noticed 
no odor, and commented t hat t he creature was en­
tirely covered with hair except for the elbows and 
palm s of the  hands , w hich appeared flesh-colored. 
She did not see t he face . 

At t he edge of Greensburg, near t he State Police 
Barracks and St. Anne 's Home for the Aged,  both on 
a hilltop, there is  a valley filled w ith a veritable 
jungle of briers, t horn trees ,  brush, and larger trees .  
On the 2 1st September at  about 2 : 00 p.m . ,  a g roup of  
ten boys r an into the state Police Barracks and told 
officers that they had been down by the edge of the 
woods, and saw the head and upper body of a "go­
rilla-like" creature. They said it was a sort of tan 
color -which matched patches of hair found on the 
ground and on tree branches in t he area. Two t roopers 
investigated and found footprints. While they were 
searching the area, t he boys saw t he creature again,  
moving deeper into the woods.  stan Gordon, anoth�r 
member of his group ,  and I visited t he site ,  g uided 
by three of t he boys. We found footprints deeply im­
pressed in soft earth in a grassy spot ,  and also 
several fecal specimens. Pulling t he long grass from 
the impressions, we found the dimensions of t he 
prints t o  be about 14 inches  long and 7¥2 inches  wide 
across t he toe portion. The individual t oe prints 
could not be distinguished in t he matted grass.  We 
also found some tan-colored hair. 

On Monday,  t he 24th September, at about 2 :30 
p .m .  two boys were in the woods in t he s ame  area, 
and reported t hat t hey saw a large ,  "gorilla-like " 
creature lying asleep on s ome old grass clippings 
which had been d umped there by St . Anne 's  mainte­
nance personnel. The boys were very frightened and 
ran up the hill t o  get a man alld his son t o come 
down. When t hey returned ,  t he creature had gone. 
They  described the creature in g reat detail to the 
WCUFOSG artist , Bob McCurry, who made a sketch 
under t heir direction. That same e vening at about 
5:00 p.m . ,  a newsboy was delivering papers near t he 
st . Anne 's Home , when he looked toward a hill on t he 
other side of the wooded v alley and saw a tall. tan­
coloured creature w hich walked w ith a stooped 
posture "like it was drunk" .  
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All the reports are generally s imilar except for 
three in which someone shot -or shot at- one of t he 
creatures ,  never ( so far as c an b e  ascertained) with 
any particular effect. No specimen was acquired for 
scie ntific study, and no photographs were obtained. 
We did get four 'clots '  of what was thought t o  be 
blood from one of the creatures,  s hot ( at ?) with a .35 
calibre rifle .  One sample was sent to a local police 
laboratory, the rest to Professor Agogino in New 
Mexico. They proved not to be blood ,  but further 
tests  to determine just what t hey are , are being 
carried out by experts c hosen by Profe ssor Agogino. 
These may t ake s ome time but the results ,  together 
with the report on t he hairs and feces w ill be 
published w hen available. 

Just when we had decided t hat the overall picture 
presented above was reasonably accurate ,  we were 
considerably jolted by two incidents .  The first was 
init�ally reported to us by Channel 11 TV at Pitts­
burgh. We immediately contacted t he party mentioned , 
who directed us to the vicinity of Verona, Pa. ,  in 
the Penn Hills area. There is here an extremely wild 
lOD-acre t ract of tangled trees , brush, b erry and 
grape  vines, etc. , in the midst of a built-up area. 
Some  of the local boys were riding t heir motorbikes 
through some trails on Saturday ,  t he 22nd September .. 
when t hey heard s om ething large in the w oods,  
moving through the brush and b reaking tree branches. 
They rode home in panic but r eturned later the same 
evening. They found fresh tracks in the area b ut 
none had c asting material s. That night there was 
heavy rain, and t he next day the father of one of t he 
boys -a Mr. B aird , who is a bank employee- went to 
the  area but found the tracks washed out. He went 
deeper i,nto t he woods , found some fresh tracks,  and 
made a c ast of the best one he could find. So help 
me , it was a pongid-type ( i .e .  ape-type) track, 1 1  
inches long, 5 i nches across the four-toed portion, 
and 7 inches across the great toe .  One of t he boys 
had r eported seeing a monkey-like creature in the 
woods t he summer before ,  b ut everyone laughed at 
him .  What he said he saw was something in the trees 
with long legs and arms and a t ail. Apes, of course ,  
do not have tails. 

we had not 'recovered ' from t his  w hen a WCUFQ- 6tA vc..e 
SG member from an adjoining county called concern-
ing a most extraordinary c ase .  This had occurred at Co � 
about 9: 30 p .m .  on t he 27th September, when two 
girls encountered a seven- or eight-foot , white hairy 
creature c arrying a luminescent sphere in its hand. 
Both girls were white with s hock when they returned 
to the house. The f ather of one of t he g irls (the 
property owner) was said by his daughter to have 
gone into t he woods for over an hour , but when inter­
viewed later , he denied having gone into the woods , 
stated t hat there were some things that shouldn't be 
discussed and that he did not want anyone tramping 
about in his woods .  After t he incident , it was report-
ed that a "plane" was seen shining a bright light 
down into the woods. (The man appeared to have ex­
perienced a personality change following this whole 



experience, and the possibility that he may b e  one 
type  of UFO 'contactee ' must be  borne in mind. ) 
Further r eports from t his area note the finding of 
several sheep with "their intestines ripped out" and 
the body of a dog with a " hole in its skull" .  

Apparently t here was considerable UFO activity in  
the Westmoreland County area,  b ut t here is  really no 
evidence, let alone proof, of an.v connection b etween 
UFOs and t he 'monsters ' ,  wit h  t he possible exception 
of t he last c ase reported here , and even in t his 
instance the evidence  is  purely circumstantial .  Dr. 
Doutt , Curator Emeritus of t he Carnegie Museum in 
Pittsburgh, when t old of t he monster sightings, 
speculated t hat t hey s eemed to bear out t he Amerind 
legend of the Wendigo which howled and prowled 
round t he t epees at night .  In t he circumstances this 
may be as good an explanation as any !  

The t racks found are none of t hem t ruly hominid 
or pongid. Although the Fouke Monster had/has three 
toes,  t he footprint is  quite different from t he West­
moreland County prints which show three broad and 
rather widely separated t oes r ather than t hree 
thinnish ones directed straight forward. Nor is t he 
"ap e" print "right " .  The toes (or fingers) are much 
too short if one compares them w ith, for example , 
an orangutan's print (shown, not to s cale ,  w ith t he 
"ape" print) .  In fact , t he v arious footprints res emble 
nothing known to us , but t hey are t hemselves facts ,  
and physical ones at that . Taken wi th  t he hair and 
other specimens, it seems that t he monsters must be 
physical b eings ,  wherever they come from. There are 
those who have suggested that ABSMs (abominable 
snowpersons generally) may be "projections•: i . e .  
non-material e ntities ,  and t hat this explains why 
none has b een c aught .  Certainly t hey are exasper­
atingly elusive and, apparently, " immune" to b ullet 
holes !  

The  Bigfoot , Sasquatch, or what you will, o f  our 
Northwest , Canada, and elsewhere, has a hominid 
foot , as proved by c asts of genuine prints , and 
though parts of the description of the Westmoreland 
monsters fits the 'ordinary' Sasquatch description, 
some details do not .  So far as we know , t he "pricked" 
ears are not reported of t he Sasquatch, t hough it is 
quite possible t hat this is actually a tuft of hair and 
not actually a pointed e ar.  The sketches drawn by 
Bob McCurry of WCUFOSG under the direction of 
witnesses are somewhat dismaying. (The copies 
given us were not reproducible and have b een re­
draw n for Pursuit . )  No. 1 reminds us of Charlton 
Heston playing some dismayed prophet; No . 2 has a 
curiously c atlike look about it ; and No. 3 looks like 
something out of Frankenstein Meets the Wolfman. 
Please understand t hat this is not meant as any 

"Researchers Get Windfall " 
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reflection on Mr. McCurry's ability; I know he has 
done his utmost to duplicate the w itnesses '  re-:­
collection r of what t bey saw and has done an ex­
cellent j ob of it. This  leaves us w ith  t wo possibili­
ti es :  either the creatures did look t his way, or the 
witnesses tended to see what t hey 'expected ' to see, 
based on past experience with horror films and such, 
and subconsciously coloured t heir d e scriptions of t he 
face. Since we  "weren't there" , it is impossible t o  
b e  certain o n  t his point , but w e  ar e  unnerved, t o  put 
it mildly, to think that t here might be five t ypes 
wandering about in western Pennsylvania. Viewing 
conditions were  usu�ly not the be st possible, and 
it seems best to withhold judgment on t he drawings 
and go by the general description given. The "ape• 
an d  t he sphere-carrying creature do seem t o  form 
totally separate  categories and probably should be  
kept separate from the other r eports .  

Just w hy there should have been  this "population 
explosion" among ABSMs in western Pennsylvania 
and where t hey came from is , of course, unknown, 
t hough t here are a number of factors which may be 
pertinent. We learned t hat reports actually go back a 
number of years -witnesses were s coffed at and 
ridiculed and soon learned to keep t heir mouths shut­
so we must assume t hat t hese ABSMs have been 
resident · in t hat area for s ome time.  In v ery recent 
years t here has been initiated a v ery active program 
for filling in . old strip mines and closing off old 
mine shafts w hich t he ABSMs may have  used a s  
shelters .  Also , m any small farmers have simply 
giv en up t heir farms , with resulting e limination of 
salt blocks in pastures and t he return of considerable 
acreage to its natural wild state .  All t his may have 
combined t o  produce t his  "explosion•.  We w ill be  
studying all t he collected material most carefully 
for both general information and specific patterns of 
behav iour, appearance, etc . ,  and as finances permit , 
will make further "expeditions" to t he area if cir­
cumstances require it . We as a Society, and Science 
generally, owe a great debt to Stan Gordon and the 
Westmoreland County UFO Study Group for t he 
trem endous job · they have done ,  without compensa­
tion, in recording for study all possible details of 
of this extraordinary series of events.  

There are an increasing number of reports of 
ABSM-type 'monsters ' from many parts of this country, 
and t he c ooperation of all our members is s olicited 
in this effort. Please r eport to us any such incidents  
in  your area,  no  matter how unlikely such r eport s 
may seem from t he standpoint of sightings near large 
cities and other "built-up" areas. We w ill d o  our 
best to investigate these reports. 

A Reuters report datelined Cranfield , England , 29 June 1 97 3 ,  noted that "Researchers st udying the 
effect of wind on buildings got some dramatic findings Wednesday when t hey discovered that a freak wind 
during the previous night had blown the r oof off t heir research station here . "  
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VIII. ANTHROPOLOGY 

NOT THE SALZBURG STEEL C UBE, BUT AN IRON 
OBJECT FROM WOLFSEGG 

by Hubert Malthaner (translated by H. Friedrich) 

An increasing number of b ooks today advocate the 
theory that there e xisted, in remote so-called pre­
historic times, civilizations on this earth far sur­
passing our own in technological developme nt. It i s  
alleged t hat these civilizations were annihilated by  
great natural catastrophes which might ,  perhaps, have 
been t riggered by global warfare employing 'super­
weapons ' of some type.  

As irrefutable evidence of such prehistoric super­
civilizations t he authors of several s uch books 
mention a steel cube found in 1885 in a block of coal 
in Austria. Although none of the se authors apparently 
was able to inspect this object personally, they all 
wrote  about it, freely adding details. For an extended 
period of years  t he famous Salzburg steel c ube was 
thought to be  lost . But since  the strange object has 
no w been rediscovered, so to speak ,  it seem s proper 
to follow its traces through t he literature ,  beginning 
with t he f irst reports  and ending with t he fact s 
brought to light by the  latest photographs and anal­
ysis .  

Charles Fort, t hat indefatigable collector of news­
paper and j ournal articles about strange and enigmatic 
occurrences, cites four reports  from scientific 
journals  about 'our' obj ect in his Book Qf t he Damned , 
published in 1919. Two of them (Comptes Rendus, 
103-702, and Science Gossip , 1887-58) I mention here 
only for t he sake of completeness because I have been 
unable up to now to locate t hem. Fort says that in 
Comptes Rend us a full account of t his object is 
given. Perhaps one of our members may succeed in 
locating a copy. The third report mentioned by Fort is  
Nature, 35th year ,  i ssue of November 1 1 , 1886. This 
report , on page 36, reads  as follows: 

"At a recent meeting of the Nieder-rheinische 
Gesellschaft fur Natur- und Heilkunde at Bonn, Dr. 
Gurlt described a fossil meteorite found in a block of 
Tertiary coal ,  and now in the Salzburg Museum. He 
said it belonged to  the g roup of meteoric irons,  a nd 
was taken from a block of coal about to be used in a 
manufactory in Lower Austria. It was examined by 
various specialist s ,  who assigned different origins to 

it. Some believed it to be a meteorite ;  others, an 
artificial production; others , again,  thought it w as a 
meteorite modified by the hand of m an. Dr. Gurlt , 
however , c ame to t he conclusion, after a careful 
ex amination, that there is no ground for believing in 
the intervention of any human agency. In form , the 
mass is almost a cube, two opposite faces b eing 
rounded, and the four others being made smaller by 
these roundings. A deep incision runs all round the 
cube.  The faces and the incision b e ar s uch charac­
teristic t races of meteoric iron as  t o  e xclude the 
notion of the m ass being the work of man. The iron is  
covered with a thin layer of  oxide: i t  is 67mm. high, 
67 mm. broad, and 47 mm. at the thickest part . It 
weighs 785 grammes, and its specific gravity i s  7. 75 ;  
it i s  as hard as steel, and it contains, as is g enerally 
the case, besides carbon, a small quantity of nickel. 
A quantitative analysis has not yet been made. This 
meteorite r esembles the celebrated meteoric masses 
of Saint Catherine in Brazil and Braunau in Bohemia, 
discovered in 1847 ,  but is much older, and belongs 
to the Tertiary epoch. " 

Fort ' s  fourth source is  given as L '  Astronomie, 
1887- 1 14 ,  but this is not correct ; it is page 463 ,  and 
the year is 1886, not 1887. There one finds,  under 
the headline "Une m eteorite fossile" , essentially the 
sam e  text as in Nature. But ,  in addition to the above 
report , t he French text r eports that "the object was 
discovered in 1885 in a big block of coal in t he steel 
factory of Mr. Isidor Braun at Schondorf near Vockla­
bruck ,  Lower Austria. The block of coal originated 
from the coal pit at Wolfsegg near Schwannstadt . • 

Thus Fort 's  source material from scientific journals 
of the last century. There are some minor errors in 
these articles: for instance, Vocklabruck is a small 
town in Upper , not Lower, Austria; and the object 
has never b een in any Salzburg museum. Charles 
Fort , too , I regret to say ,  is guilty of incorrect re­
porting,  for he states of the obj ect , "It ' s  a cube " (p. 
132, Collected Works). But later on, r eports on t he 
stran ge object b ecome  even more unreliable. In 
Science � Vie no. 5 16/September 1960 , Georges 
Ketman writes (in his article "Les cartes bouleversan­
tes de Piri Reis ,  une carte d e  1 '  Antarctique vieille 
10.000 ans ", p. 89): 

"QueUe est, par exemple , l 'origine de ce parallel-

IMPORT ANT NOTICE 

Our member �t 76 1  has brought to our attention a 'review '  in the New York Times of the 1st August 
1973 , of a program produced by  an organization calling itself "SITU ( an acronym for Society for Investiga­
tion of Things Unnameable) . . .  a loose alliance of d ancers, film makers, musicians and artists who create 
multim edia events, and have  b een doing it for t wo years here and in Europe".  We very much doubt that 
t his  group ' s  choice of name and acronym is  accidental and ,  although "imitation is  the sincerest form of 
flattery" , we must put on record most strongly t hat t hat group is in no way connected with our Society or 
its founder ,  the  late Ivan T. Sanderson , and any suggestion to t he contrary is entirely false. 



epipede parfaitement regulier, compose d'acier , qui 
est actuellement exposee au Musee de Salzbourg? "  
[What is, for example , t h e  origin o f  this perfectly 
regular parallelepiped, • composed of steel, which is 
actually on view at the Salzburg Museum?]  

The t hree words "parall�l�pipede, parfaitement 
/ . reguller" ,  apparently stemming from Ketman's imagina-

tion, were t he cause of much confusion and premature 
hopes .  As we shall s oon discover, there is nothing at 
all in Ketman's description that c an be  justified by 
the actual appearance of the object.  And two years 
later the  Russian author Alexander K asanzew in Uig 
Sowjetunion Heute ( a  German language Soviet infor­
mation monthly; Cologne 1962, no. 1-7) publi shed a 
series of articles about contacts w ith s uperior civili­
zations arriving on earth from space. t According to 
him ,  t he object is "A cube with parallel and smooth 
surfaces of 67 x 67 x 47  millimeters with a weight of 
785 grams made of worked steel". All of this , ap­
pare ntly stemming from Ketman and K asanzew, found 
its way into articles and finally into books by best­
selling authors such as Charroux and von Daniken. 
The confusion became even w orse w hen someone 
"translated" Ketman's "parallelepipede" a b it too 
carelessly and thus transformed the Wolfsegg iron 
object into "parallel pipes" ! For instance ,  in �­
letter ( ed ited by C. Honey, Anaheim,  California) ,  of 
January 1963 , and t hereafter in UFO publications 
around t he world, readers found the information t hat 
"The Russian archaeologist Alexander K asantsew is  
going t o  Salzburg w ith the intention of  analysing 
parallel pipes of polished steel embedded in the deep 
veins of an Austrian coal mine and d ating 30,000 
years before our era. " 

With thi s  lengthy but necessary prologue out of 
the way, we now turn to t he facts. 

In the autumn of 1885 in t he iron foundry of Isidor 
Braun's  sons at Schondorf near Vocklabruck in Upper 
Austria a workman w as smashing big b locks of coal 
which had arrived from the coal pit at Wolfsegg as 
fuel for heating a smelter. During the course of t his 
work he  found the now famous object , a find t hat was 
t hen widely noticed because of its form and circum­
stance of discovery. In 1886 a mining engineer, Dr. 
Adolf Gurlt , gave a lecture for the Naturhistorischer 
Verein (Natural History Society) at Bonn concerning 
his investigations of t he object. He told t he audience 
that some specialists felt t hat , because of its roughly 
square form, the metal object mig ht have b een worked 
on, but t hat in his opinion it w as a fossil iron 

• See Editor 's Notes. 
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t These issues of Die Sowjetunion He ute are now out 
of print , but Kasanzew's report w as reprinted in Die 
Andere Welt, no. 6, 7/ 1962 (edited by Hermann Bauer 
Verlag, D-78 Freiburg.)  

meteorite b ecause of a thin film of oxide on t he 
surfaces and t he strange ,  hollow marks thereon. The 
report w as printed in Verhandlungen des  Natl.lf­
historischen Vereins der preussischen Rheinlande,  
Verlag Max Cohen & Sohn, Bonn, 1886 ,  page 188. 
This  was t he first report on t he object and the source 
of all later reports. Translated into English,  t he most 
pertinent section r eads as follows: 

"Dr. Gurlt submitted a strange iron meteorite ,  s <r  
called Holosiderite , . . .  which  w as found in tertiary 
brown coal .  It is in the possession of t he municipal 
Carolin<rAugusteum Museum at Salzburg and w as 
presented to it b y  Messrs.  Isidor Braun Sons at 
Schondorf near Vocklabruck in Upper Austria. The 
object was discovered at 'the  steel and file factory 
of this firm , accidentally . . . in 1885 by a workman 
when he smashed a b lock of b rown coal. . .  " .  The 
essential contents of thi s report were those included 
in N ature and L' Astronomie .  Dr. Gurlt further told his 
audience that a polished and etched surface showed 
no Widmanstatten pattern. He t hought that the shape 
of the iron object was c aused by t he strong heat plus 
the r otation of t he "meteorite• during its flight t hrough 
the atmosphere. Dr. Gurlt also stated, e rroneously, 
that the obj ect was kept in the Carolin<rAugusteum 
Museum at Salzburg ,  b ut the obj ect w as in  fact never 
at Salzburg. In my opinion, Dr. Gurlt was confused 
by the similar-sounding names of two museums ,  one 
at Salzburg and the other at Linz. The Francisc<r 
C arolinum Museum at Linz had the object from 1950 
to 1958 and I suppose t hat it had b een presented to 
this museum by its finders [this  is not absolutely 
certain. Ed.] . This museum , which is today the 
Oberosterreichisches Landesmuseum, has in its 
possession a plaster c opy of t he "Wolfs egg Iron" .  
Photographs 1 and 2 are of this  plaster copy b ecause 
they show the uninjured outline of the object . 

The original "cube" was in t he possession of the 
Braun family at Vocklabruck but in 1958 the Wolfsegg 
Iron was presented to a local museum, t he Heimathaus 
at Vocklabruck, where it is in the loving custody of 
Herrn Oberschulrat Robert Bernhart , retired. I was 
able to inspect it personally this  year. Photographs 
3 and 4 show the original obj ect in its present form. 
In my opinion t hese photographs w ill eliminate all 
speculation about a "cube " .  The only smooth surface 
occurs where a s ample w as taken for analysis in 
Vienn a in 1966 (A). One can s ee t here also an older 
cut and polished surface w here , in Dr. Gurlt 's t ime ,  
an unidentified scientific institution (allegedly in 
Paris) had tried in vain to find Widmanstatten figures 
(B in photo). 

In 1966/67 the object was subj ected to the most 
modern electron-beam microanalysis a t  the Vienna 
Naturhistorisches Museum and it w as found t hat the 
"Wolfsegg Iron" contained no t races of nickel, 
chromium , or cobalt and that , t herefore ,  it could not 
be a meteorite. Because the obj ect contains v ery 
little manganese, the final opinion of Dr. Kurat of t he 
Naturhistorisches Museum and Dr. R. Grill of the 
Geologische Bundesanstalt in Vienna is that the 



object i s  cast-iron. Dr. Grill believes that s uch iron 
objects were used as b allast w ith primitive mining 
machinery. 

Thus far in examining the iron find from Wolfsegg 
we have approached truth through several statements 
in the negative: it is not steel ,  i t  is not a cube,  and 
i t  is  not a meteorite. And, though Dr. Gurlt told his 
audience that t he object was found enclosed in 
tertiary brown coal , t here seems at t he moment to be 
no w ay positively to ascertain such an alleged age for 
it. And as we have seen, there are s everal errors in 
his report. Apparently Dr. Gurlt had neither visited the 
correct museum nor had he examined t he block of 
brown coal with t he intention of finding t he cavity or 
p art of a cavity which might have contained the iron 
obj ect . The man who is today the owner of I. Braun's 
Sons file factory, Herr Diplomingenieur Martin Braun, 
d oes not exclude the possibility that t he object was 
simply found between the coal fragments and might 
perhaps not have been actually enclosed in any of 
them .  If t he object is cast iron and w as found in an 
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iron foundry, i t  might very w ell have originated t here, 
and in  fact even have been cast t here. 

It seems to me that t his strange obj ect could well 
have b een made in t he  following way: to c ast any 
object one needs a pattern to make a mould. T he rows 
of hollow marks on t he surface of the object s how us 
a possible way in which it might have been manu­
factured. The pattern was kneaded from some soft 
material (clay or w ax); and t he marks are imprints of 
fingertips. When the periphery of the two opposite 
faces being r ounded was pressed down, the four 
edges were pressed outward . In t hi s  way t he "deep 
inci sion round the four sides of t he cube" could have 
originated. The pattern was moulded in sand and t hen 
the "Iron of Wolfsegg"  was cast. 

This ends my report on the strange find w hich has 
become known around t he globe and has posed an 
eni-gm a to several generations. In my opinion the 
facts are now clear ,  t hough an intriguing residue of 
unsolved problems  still plagues my mind. 

B A 

1) Plaster copy , top view, scale 1 : 1 .  2) Same, side 
vi ew. Both courtesy of the Francisco-Carolinum 
Museum , Linz, and Herr Malthaner. 3 ) Original 
" cube" ,  top view, showing (lower right) tne area from 
which material was t aken for analysi s; and 4) The 
sam e, transverse side view, showing the two cuts 
made for material for analysis. Courtesy of Herr 
Malthaner .  



Editor's Notes: Messrs.  Malthaner and Fr iedrich are 
both members of the Society, resident at Munich, 
Germ any, and we are indebted to them for this very 
full report . 

The term "fossil m eteorite" is a bit misleading but 
is presumably used here s imply to indicate an old 
meteorite rather t han one t hat w as ·picked up hot off 
the ground as it were. One of t he puzzles of meteor­
ites is the fact that no meteorites have been found in  
other than recent strata. I t  i s  not surprising t hat the 
"cube" was t hought by some to be a meteorite, s ince 
both the coating of iron oxide and the "thumbprints• 
on the surface, known technically as piezoglyphs, are 
characteristic of many meteorites .  The WidmansHitten 
pattern is a complicated c ross-hatching found on 
certain types of meteorites ,  and on no other natural 
formation, indicating an 8-faced , octrahedral crystal­
line structure . 

And the parallelepiped is a 6-sided prism whose 
faces are parallelograms.  Ne-edless to say, it has 
nothing to do w ith parallel pipes .  It is unfortunate 
but true that t ranslations are all too often made by 
lazy or uneducated persons who do not know t he 
subject in any case. Hence t he infamous c anals of 
of Mars; cannali means lines or striations, not c anals.  

THE CHINESE PYRAMID 

One of the t antalizing stories we have been work­
ing on is that of an enormous pyramid in China, far 
exceeding in size any in Egypt or elsewhere. Our 
m ember Ron Dobbins has found for us several of t he 
"initial" reports in the New York Times and a photo­
graph of a pyramid (see below) from a book published 
in 1902.  The NYT article in a UP dispatch, date­
lined Shanghai , March 27 ,  1947 ,  and reads in part as 
follows: 

" A_  giant pyramid in isolated mountains of Shensi 
Province in western China was r eported today by 
Col. Maurice Sheahan, Far Eastern director for Trans 
World Airline . 

"From the air ,  Colonel Sheahan said ,  the pyramid 
seems to dwarf those of Egypt . He estimated its 
height at 1,000 feet and its width at the b ase at 
1, 500 feet. 

"The pyramid ,  he s aid, is at t he f oot of t he 
Tsinling Mountains ,  about forty miles southwest of 
Sian, capital of t he province .  A second pyramid , he 
continued,  appears much smaller . 

"The pyramid ,  Colonel Sheahan w ent on, is at t he 
far end of a long valley, in an inaccessible part . At 
the near end , he s aid, are hundreds of small b urial 
mounds. These can be seen, he said, from the Lung­
Hai railroad .  

" 'When I first flew over it I was impressed by  its 
perfect pyramidal form and its great size . '  Colonel 
Sheahan said.  ' I  did not g ive it thought during the 
war years partly because it seemed incredible t hat 
anything s o  large c auld be unknown to t he world . 

93 

From the air we  could s ee only small footpaths lead­
ing to a village at the site of t he pyramid . '  

"Chinese said that because o f  the almost complet"R 
absence of communications , even trails ,  in some 
parts of the West China mountains it was not im­
possible t hat a huge pyramid might have been long 
forgotten . . . .  " 

The article g oes on t o  note t hat Dr. James L .  
Clark of the American Museum of  Natural History and 
Dr.  Arthur Upham Pope of t he Asia Institute both 
considered the discovery to  be one of "great scienti­
fic interest• .  Dr. Pope , in a letter to the Times 
dated March 30, 1947, s aid, 

--

"This r aises the further question w hether it will 
not perhaps verify the Chinese tradition of their first, 
Hsia, dynasty, which it has been fashionable among 
Western sinologists to question. The next dynasty, 
the Shang ,  beginning about 1700 B. C. was long re­
jected by Western scholars also, until Chinese ex­
cavations at An-yang e stablished it beyond further 
doubt . "  

The Hsia Dynasty is now, I believe, accepted as 
real (the latest dates that I have for it are, Tradition­
al - 2205- 1766 B. c. ; and "scientific" - 1994-
1525 B. C . )  but it is incredible t o  me t hat after the 
An-yang discoveries there has ever been any doubt 
that something must have preceded the Shang (or 
Shang-Yin) Dynasty. This latter is noted for its ex­
quisite bronzes ,  which certainly were not developed 
overnight ,  and suggest a long period of s ophisticated 
technological growth. In any c ase,  Pope speculates 
that such a pyramid might be a Hsia r oyal tomb and 
notes that it would be "one more demonstration of t he 
Asia-wide importance of t he cosmic mountain and 
the astra-celestial c ult of which it was a central 
feature . • 

Approximate Location of Pyramids 



Mr. Dobbins , using other references which are 
not specifically listed in his letter (we suspect a 
previous loss in the  mails here) ,  says , 

"The Great Pyramid of Shensi is intere sting -a 
virtual man-made mountain at 1000 feet high. This  
dwarfs t he so-called "Great Pyramid"  a t  Giza, which 
is about 4 70 feet high  by 765 feet on the b ase _line . 
Despite t he claims of 'discovery' in '4 7, the Georgia 
psychic and healer "Doc " Ander son visited t he thing 
prior to t he War & testified to its s ize. He c laimed 
that it was made of e arth or clay, a nd had a leveled 
top on which perched t he ruins of some ki nd of 
temple. Apparently the locals  w ouldn't let him get a 
closer look. And, apparently, it is located near the 
'field' of smaller pyramids . This group covers an 
area of som e  ten square miles -possibly more pyrami­
dal s tructures here t han in all t he rest of the world 
put together !  And all oriented on the north-south line , 
like t he Egyptian examples .  These Chinese pyramids 
have not been dated yet, and I wouldn't be too sur­
prised if they are also t he oldest find able . "  

This  still leaves u s  with  some problems. Issue 
#2 1 of Doubt ,  edited by Tiffany Thayer , contains the 
following article :  

"The story of  Col .  Maurice Sheahan w as s ent out 
by UP , under a Shanghai date line, 3-28-4 7 old 
style . Sheahan had seen 'several years ago ' a pyra­
mid in China bigger than any in Egypt . He had taken 
a photo from his plane . He had t he photo at his home 
in Ontario, Calif. Ontario is  in San Bernardino 
County, near LA [Los Angeles]. 
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"The next day ,  t he LA Daily News print ed a four­
column photo , 'First Picture of Great Chinese Pyr�­
mid . '  The photo credit was to 'Acme Telephoto' .  Mr . 
Sheahan i s  not mentioned, neither is the picture 
dat ed ,  but if this is the photo taken by Sheahan 
' s�eral years ago ' ,  why w as it necessary to s end it 
by wire from Ontario [california] to LA, and s ince 
when has a village t he size of Ontario had the facili­
ties to send 'telephotos ' ?  

"Two days later, 3-3 1-47 ,  AP sent its papers a 
story under a Nanking dateline, stating that 'the 
Provincial government had announced, following an 
investigation, t hat t he reported discovery of a giant 
pyramid in Shensi province proved t o  be groundless. '  • 

This last may have been 'political ' ,  i . e .  a move 
designed t o  discourage foreign investigators or 
simply to provide an excuse for s aying No to anyone 
requesting permission to vi sit t he area. On the other 
hand,  the photograph reproduced here is s aid to show 
one of the smaller pyramids but contains nothing that 
mak es it possible to determine its actual size. Or 
-let 's be frank- its location. Still , the photograph is 
itself a fact , and unless one wishes t o  call both Col. 
Sheahan and "Doc• Anderson liars ,  it is necessary 
to accept t he photograph as evidence that there are 
enormous pyramids in China. 

The largest artificial mound in western Europe is 
Silbury Hill near Avebury in England. It is ' only' 130 
feet high with  a b ase covering more t han five acres; 
small compared with the Great Pyramid but still re­
presenting an enormous amount of labour.  and. 
becau se of its e art hen construction. c loser to the 



Shensi Pyramid. Its age and purpose are unknown, 
shafts dug into it at v arious times r evealihg no 
burials, or in fact chambers of any kind . 

Enquiries sent to t he Chinese on a number of 
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subj ects have so  far gone unanswered, but we  s hall 
try again to see whether they have changed theit 
minds about the exi stence of t hese pyramids an� 
w hether anything at all has been done about t hem. 

ADMiNISTRATIVE AFFAIRS 

We are s orry to report t hat M ark Hall has had to r eturn to his home for personal reasons. As we have 
noted b efore , he has been of exceptional help to t he Society during a most d ifficult period, and it had 
been hoped t hat he c ould remain on the Board of Trustees after his return home. However, circumstances 
have made this unfeasible . 

With Mr. Hall's  departure, Robert c. Warth t akes over as Acting Director t hough he is not r esident here. 
Our Treasurer , Allen Noe , w ho lives nearby and is now on forced early retirement , has pitched in to help 
with the work at our headquarters, and is here nearly every d ay. 

Please ,  once again, let us know of any change of address as far in advance as you can. Third class mail 
is not forwardable unless you make a special request of the post office. If it is returned to us ,  the local 
post office sometimes indicates your new address ,  but not always -in which case it becomes impossible to 
get Pursuit to you until you get around to giving us your new address. And always include your zip code; 
Pursuit does not go through without it .  We have a zip code directory, but it does not give a complete break­
down of codes within major cities. Thank you. 

MEMBERS' FORUM 

Member tt 147 1 is interested in reports of large 
snakes (really oversized ones) in the United States 
in the  1950s. Anyone having such reports ,  or re­
ferences to  such, is asked to  get in touch with us . He 
is  also interested in reports of UFOs between 1942 
and 1946 .  

Survival Kits :  Since many of our members have at 
least expressed an interest in visiting rather out-of­
the-way areas for one reason or another, it may be 
appropriate  to list here some b asic items w hich 
should b e  carried at all times.  "Survival kits " are 
usually available at sporting goods stores and gener­
ally are small enough to fit in a s hirt pocket. How­
ever ,  they can be assembled quite e asily. The con­
tainer can be made from a small metal b ox which 
should be taped shut so t hat it is waterproof. Mrs. 
Joyce MacDuffie,  an expert on wilderness  survival ,  
suggests the following contents :  kitc hen matches 
dipped in paraffin, string dipped in paraffin, a wad of 
very fine steel wool ( "it burns even when wet" ), some 
picture-hanging wire (for snares), t ape ,  safety pins, 
leader for a fi shing line, chlorine t ablets ,  fish hooks,  
aluminum foil, finishing nails ,  vitamin pills ,  s alt, 
antibiotic ointment (check with your pharmacist if you 
have any allergies t o  illY: antibiotics ! ) ,  adhesive 
bandages,  a whistle, and a piece of mirror g lued to 
the inside of the b ox cover. We would add a compass, 
razor blades , tropical c hocolate bars  if you can get 
them , salt and dextrose tablets ,  and a snakebite kit 
(check for t he most recent types -methpds : change 
periodically) if t here are any poisonous snakes in 
your area. Needless to  say ,  you really should not go 

into any wilderness area without at least a general 
map of t hat area and, if it is really a wilderness area, 
you should ' register ' with  the local police , telling 
them where you plan to go  and approximately how 
long you intend to be the re. 

Member 11 1436 is investigating a particular "spook 
light" and would like to hear from other members who 
have e xperience in this  field. Specifically, he would 
lik e t o  know  of any patterns t hat have t urned up: 
seasonal ,  associated with phases of the moon, time 
of day or night ,  and the like;  and will also be gr�te­
ful for s uggestions concerning equipment that might 
be useful in studying this phenomenon. 

THINGS TO COME 

Work done by Marjorie  Fish on a three-dimensional 
star map which goes far toward confirming t he star 
chart drawn by Betty Hill while under hypnosis, will 
be r eported . on at length in a future issue or issues 
of P ursuit. T he article w hich appeared in Saga 
Magazine  was inadequate in a number of ways, and 
Ms. Fi sh will be given all the space she needs in 
Pursuit to present a full and accurate account. 

BACK ISSUES OF PURSUIT 

Our supply of s orne b ack issues  of Pursuit is 
dwindling rapidly and when these are gone, t hese 
issues will not be available even a s  Xerox copies. 
Anyone wishing copies of t hese issues should order 



promptly. Those in short supply are as follows: 
Vol . 2 ,  No. 1,  a fair s upply 
Vol. 2,  No. 2, few 
Vol. 2, No. 3, very few 
Vol. 2, No. 4, very few Xerox copies left ($ 2.00 

each) 
Vol. 3 ,  No. 1 ,  few 
Vol. 3 ,  No. 3, fair supply 
Vol. 3 ,  No. 4, few 
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We have available t he following papers (Xerox 
copies); the price includes first class  postage (for 
the U.S. , Canada and Mexico). 

"The Two Gravitational Fields and Gravitational 
Waves Propagation" by John Carstoiu ,  $ 1. 75 

"Gravitation and Electromagnetism-Tentative 
Synthesis and Applications • by John Carstoiu ,  $ 1.75 

"An Experiment in Dowsing" by Ivan T.  Sanderson , 
$ 1.75 

"The Fitzgerald Report" by Robert J. Durant , $ 2 . 50 
"Journal of t he Interplanetary Exploration Society" ,  

Vol. 1 ,  No .  3 ,  (December 1 96 1 ). Contains articles on 
ancient space travel ,  plus Ivan T.  Sanderson's "Non­
Cuverian Cataclysms•. $3. 50. 

We also have a very limited numb er of "tear 
sheets• of some of Ivan T. Sanderson' s articles from 
Argosy. These include "This 'Airplan e' Is More Than 
1 ,000 Years Old ! " (November 1 969): "The Five 
Weirdest Wonders of t he World" (a title not to be 
tak en too seriou sly) (November 1968):  "Visitors from 
Outer Space . . . • (February 1 969): "The Spreading 
Mystery of t he Bermuda Triangle" (August 1 968): and 
"Wi sconsin's 'Abominable Snowman'  • (April 1969). 
These are available on a first-come,  first-served 
basis for $ 1. 50 each including first-class  postage. 

For those who lacked the  money to buy t he hard­
cover edition of Ivan T. Sanderson's b ook Invis ible 
Residents, this  is now available in paperback as an 
Avon Book, 95¢. So far as w e  know , the paperback 
rights to Investigating t he Unexplained are still 
hanging fire. 

THE IV AN T. SANDERSON MEMORIAL F UND 

Members a re r eminded once again that contributions to t he Society are deductible for i ncome tax 
purposes and that t hey will help us to serve you better. Our immediate need is  a good copier; we  are now 
dependent on outside copying services, and t hese are more e xpensive - for you as well as for us - and 
also a nui sance. Your contributions  to t he Ivan T. Sanderson Memorial Fund will help us to grow and 
m ake SITU a living memorial to Ivan and t he work he began. We may never finish it, but we would like to 
try .  

DEPARTMENT O F  LOOSE ENDS 

Just in case there is any question about it, the 
Banana River, mentioned in Ivan T. Sanderson's  
article on luminous men (July 1973) ,  is  in Florida. 

Member 1t 1 176 , discussing the prediction of 'geons ' 
by Pr-of. Wheeler ( " 'Worm-Holes '  in Space• ,  July 
1 9 7 3 ,  p. 64), notes t hat "Jules Verne 'predicted ' the 
submarine with such clarity and accuracy that w hen 
it was finally produced by man it was unable to be 
patented. " 

Those who might like to  experiment with b uilding 
"Pharaoh's  Pump" will want to get copies of Edward 
J. Kunkel's patent from t he Patent Office: they 
should ask for "Hydraulic Ram Pump " ,  Patent No.  
2, 887, 956. 

As yet we  have  no further information on the 
Caspar, Wyoming, mummy, but still want very much to 
track thi s  down. And we cannot resi st quoting Paul 
Willi s of INFO who notes, "I doubt t hat t he t hing is 
very modern though -obviously if the little guy was 
anencephalic and had been alive in modern t imes ,  
he 'd have run fo r Congre ss" .  

Further references to the  Great Wall of Peru are: 
Flights into Yesterday by Leo Deuel, St. Martin's 
Press (New York ) ,  1969; and The Geographical 
Review,  January 193 2. 

A CORRECTION 

Nils 0 .  Jacobson of Sweden, author of the book 
entitled Life After Death, did not himself conduct 
any experiments on "weighing the soul" by placing 
terminally ill patients on scale s and noting any 
weight loss at t he moment of death. In fact , he simply 
reported t he e arlier e xperiments by Duncan Mac­
Do ugall. The allegation that he d id so  app arently 
orig inated with an inattentive reporter at a pre ss 
conference in Dusseldorf, Germany. Dr. Jacobson's 
book will b e  published in t he U.S. A. late thi s year 
by Seymour L awrence Inc. of Boston, Mass. No 
publication date or price are known to us. 

We apologize to t he Saturday Evening Post for 
havi ng labelled it extinct. It did indeed 'fold' several 
years  ago, but has b een resurrected t hough not , 
apparently, on a weekly basis. 
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Members are r eminded t hat d ues -still $ 10 p e r  annum- are payable b efore t he end o f  this  year .  May we 
also suggest that membership in SITU will mak e  an excellent Christmas gift for that special person o n  
yo ur list . W e  w o uld advise that you rene w your o w n  membership and send i n  new one s before t he 1 st 
January since skyrocketing cost s  m ay  re quire us to rai se our r ates next year .  If you wish to renew for 
more t han one year ,  you will not t hen b e  affected by any incre ase in dues. 

Members are urged t o  find u s  new m embers.  We will be happy to s upply copies of our "broc hure• to 
anyone r equesting t hem. 

SLANDER AGAINST IV AN T. SANDERSON 

We are informed t hat a Mr. B ob P arsons has b een exhibiting a "specimen frozen in ic e •  -in fact 

an obvious fake- labelled a "Missing Link• and alleged t o  be that r eported in Argosy M ag azine in 1 9 69. 

This is s aid to have b een e xhibited in M assachusetts this p ast s ummer, and Mr. P arsons is reported to 
have claimed t hat he "rented t he Missing L ink from Ivan T. Sanderson last s pring•. We are making further 
inquirie s  about this and will appreci ate any help that our members c an give us. Should the facts prove to 
be as st ated , s uit will b e  brought against Mr. P arsons,  asking d amages for slander. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

by Sabina W. Sanderson 

Elaine Morgan. The Descent of Woman. New York : Stein & D ay. 1 9 7 2 .  (Price unknown) New York: Bant am 
Books. 1973.  $ 1 .  75.  London: Souvenir Press. ? 1972. L 2. 50.  

This  b ook has caused and will undoubtedly continue to c ause consider able controversy, much of  it -in 
my opinion- for all t he wrong reasons. Even the r eviewer in the New Scientist , a woman at t hat , d evoted 
4" to the first ten c hapter s and s¥2• to t he last t wo which de al in c ursory fashion with what is usually 
c alled " Women's Lib".  

As Mrs.  Morgan points out: 
"She w as t here all along, contributing half t he genes to e ac h  s ucceeding generation. Most of the book s 

forget about her for most of t he time. T hey drag her onstage rather s uddenly 
·
far t he obligatory chapter on 

Sex and Reproduction, and t hen s ay: ' All right, love,  you c an go now , '  while t hey get  on with t he real 
m e aty stuff about the Mighty Hunter • . .  • 

The b asic thesi s of Mrs. Morgan ' s  b ook is t hat hum an evolution w as influenced far more by the femal e  
o f  t h e  species than the male. Obviously this will not and d o e s  not ple ase m any m e n ,  t ho ugh it has always 
been my observation that men who ar e  cert ain of t heir m asculinity do not worry about " competition "  from 
women. 

The s uggestion t hat t ruly human as oppo sed t o  general prim ate evolution actually t ook plac e  in an 
aquatic environment w as first m ade b y  A. C. Hardy b ack about 1 9 60, b ut it did not seem to c at c h  on much, 
and Prof. Hardy has not .  to my knowledg e ,  presented a r e ally detaile d  picture of w hat may have happened. 
Mrs. Morgan doe s .  and it m akes s ense -much more sense than m any if not most of t he others that have 
been published.  She has used t he examples of current primitive people s '  b e havior as her model for the 
be haviour of 'prehistoric ' m an, t hus avoiding s ome of t he abs urdities that crop up in other books; and 
w hen she d oes 'invent ' incidents t o  s uggest a possible,  or even prob able,  origin of s ome facet of human 
behaviour (in its widest s ense) ,  she keeps it within t he b ounds of common s ense -an all too rare c ommodi­
ty in any cas e .  

Acc ording t o  Mrs .  Morgan' s outline o f  Man's evolution, t here never w as a truly aquatic period b ut 
rather an amp hibian one: anil t he r e asons giv en for this s hift to a semi-aquatic e xistence are very plausi­
b le ,  as are those for our ret urn t o  terra firma. T he gross differences between Man and Ape s are d ue ,  how­

ever,  to this prob ably lengthy sojourn at the seaside , whic h r esulted in o ur having in some w ays more in 
common w ith dolphins t han ape s .  

F o r  he aven' s .  sak e ,  b uy this book a nd r ead i t  thoroug hly. Apart from stretching the mind, i t  i s  great 
fun and unqualifiedly w orth re ading. 
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Lyall Watson. Supernature. Gar.den City, N.  Y. : Anchor Press/Doubleday. 1 973. $7. 95 

Thi s  is an excellent b ook for confirmed s c eptics and non-forte ans;  it will, most of it ,  mak e  rather dull 
reading for those already familiar with t he borderlands of s cience. The author notes that 

" All the best s ci ence has soft edges,  limits t hat are still ob scure and extend without interruption into 
areas that are w holly ine xplicable . .  On the fringe, between those things t h at we understand as norm al 
occurrenc es and t hose that are c ompletely paranormal and defy explan ation, are a cluster of semi-normal 
phenomena . . . .  that I c hoose to describe a s  Supernature . " 

This b ook is divided into four p arts:  Cosmos , M atter, Mind, and Time. The l ast two are more interesting 
than those on Cosmos and M atter, w hich deal prim arily with pheno m ena t hat are respectable e noug h  to 
e arn governme nt gr ants for t heir investigators and thus p ut them outside the field of true forte ana. How­
ever,  t hey are j u st the kind of t hing needed to upset the agre ssively orthodox -for w ho m  t he book is 
probably int ended i n  any case . Also for  t heir b enefit,  t here are more than adequate referenc e s  ( c alled a 
bibliograp hy) and a good index.  

Lyall Watson d o es c over "Supernature" pretty thoroughly· though he do es not devote a g re at d eal of  
space to any one thing. In some cases he  gets a bit c arri ed away,  e .g .  astrology, on w hi ch he wax es quite 
eloquent, only to admit fin ally t hat " astrology is particularly we ak and open to criticism in the field of 
prediction" .  Inasmuch as t hi s  is t he astrologers ' b asic claim,  this weakens his argum ent rather seriously. 
He di splays a similar naivete e lsewhere, but t hese l ap ses are not frequent enough to do any real d amage . 

Forteans will w ant to skim t hrough t hi s  b ook for item s and ide as that are new to t hem , b ut are advi sed 
that it will make an excellent C hri stm as present for a stuffed shirt. 

J am es B. Sweeney. � Pictorial Hi story of � Monsters and Other Dangerous Marine Life. New York: 
Cro wn Publi shers. 1972. $ 9 . 95 

--- --

This i s  a "coffee-tabl e book" ,  i . e. over size, with lots o f  illu strations ( 3 7 2  in fact), but with more text 
than i s  found in many boo k s  o f  t hi s  genre. Unfortunately, t he text l eaves much to b e  desi red. It will set 
the inform ed reader ' s  teeth on edge and will mi sl ead t h e  uninform ed. In addition it suffers from r ather 
blatant 'padding ' ;  in a number of  cases the author has b een reduced to saying that an anim al is "totally 
inoffensive" (the Basking Shark) but awfully b ig,  or likely to retaliate if attacked (who wouldn't?) ,  etc. , 
and therefore is "dangerous " .  

Th e b ook i s  divided into two p arts. Part One o n  "Sea Monsters" and Part Two o n  "Other D angerous 
Marin e Life " .  Part Two is divid ed into four section s- "Killers and Their Close Relatives",  •Dangerous 
Through Size " ,  " Stingers and Shocker s of t h e  Se a" , and " Poisonous to Eat".  There s eems to b e  no particu­
lar schem e for t he plac em ent of illustrations in Part One -they are simply dumped in- though t ho se in 
Part Two generally accomp any the text references ( except for  the Giant Squid trapped i n  Trinity B ay ,  
N ewfoundl and, which i s  di scussed on page 20 1 ;  t h e  illu stration fac es p age 8 7 ) .  O n e  also suspects t hat 
the author ran out o f  captions for t he illustration s; som e  o f  these are a bit b ewildering ,  to say the least. 
On page 1 20 ,  an enormo us ' fish'  with very large fangs i s  attacking a bo at ( with two m asts ,  yet), and the 
caption re�ds "Some who have seen the Loch Ness monster hav e  said that it r esembles t hi s  sixteenth­
c entury sea mon st er ,  d epicted by Olaus M agnus in 1555 " .  Aside from the fact that thi s is a sixteenth­
c entury drawing of a sea monster, I c annot recall a single d escription of a Loch N ess monster that even 
r emotely resembl es thi s. Again,  on p ag e  27 : "The t erm s  sea monster and sea s erpent becam e  interchange­
able. Wh en erect , t h e  creature i s  often called a sea moqster; b ut w hen swimming, it b ecom es a sea 
serpent. " 

To be b lunt,  I fear the author doe s  not w rite very w ell. In s om e  c ases he i s  guilty simply o f  v ast over­
simplification , as w h en he states " . . .  the elephantlike giants c alled m am moths, split into factions,  some 
preferring the sea. We now know t h em as the familiar m anatee,  or s ea cow" ( ! ); but in others he has either 
forgotten how to write Engli sh or has b een wretchedly edited. For e x ample :  "An inventory of shark 
attacks r eveal s that t he w o rst violators, in order of frequency, are : first, mack erel shark;  s econd, requi em 
shark; t hi rd, sand shark ; fourth, hammerhead s hark; and fifth , m any shark s of · unknown speci es. " Another 
b eauty appears on p. 28: "Germany ' s Lorelei has long b een an inspiration as a tourist attraction that is 
still point ed out to foreign vi sitors.  Thi s p articular siren i s  said to sit o n  a c li ff . . .  " So far as I kno w, it is 
the c liff, not th e siren, that is t he touri st attraction. 

Th ere are a fair number of  outright mi stakes sprinkled through t he t ext ( and the c aption s  for illustra­
tions),  an d sever al missp ellings w hich c annot b e  attributed to :simple typographical errors, e . g. L och 
Morar i s  invariably sp elt 'Mor er ' .  And t hi s  apart from the fact t hat n either Loch Ness nor Loch Morar has 
any place in a b ook on sea mon sters. Som e of t h e  infeliciti es are most probably the work of an ' editor ' 
( whoever it i s ,  he or s h e  apparently loathes hyphen s, thu s producing such monstro sitie s  as ' e ellike'  and 
' sen tin ellik e '  ). 

D e spite the fact t hat the author i s  pro sea mon sters,  we c annot recommend thi s b ook. 
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R. L .  Dione. God Drives � FlYing Saucer. New York: Bantam Books. 1 973 . $ 1 . 25 .  

Don't bother with this .  It 's  largely drivel. 

John P hilip Cohane.  The Key. New York: Crown Publishing Company. 1969 . $ 7 . 5 0 .  

There was a m an who was struck by the similarity in  Waikiki and Wichita. So he said (p. 180) "The 
only logical explanation I can think of is  that the same  names were taken in  prehistoric times from one 
common source, and then, t hrough lack of c ommunication, and with people remembering less from genera­
tion to generation, they t ook on a wide assortment of local meanings that had nothing to do with the 
original ones.  Being ancient, however, t hey were regarded w ith r everence and tampered with as little as 
possible . • And he made it his life work t o  demonstrate, by  means of the world-wide distribution of each of 
six key "names• ,  that m ankind in the person of far-ranging, Mediterranean-based Semites f anned out 
across the face of the e arth from one c ommon origin point. 

Concerning the efforts of dedicated Atlantists to prove by random linguistic similarities the existence 
of Atlantis, L. Sprague de Camp (in Lost Continents, p. 1 0 1 )  snorted, "Such considerations (phonology, 
inflection, syntax] never b other the Atlantists, however, who seize upon any chance resemblance of names 
or  other words to prove t heir case . By their methods I could, for instance, 'prove' that the Amerinds are 
the descendants of c olonies from ancient Greece: I could d erive t.tre Croatan Indi ans from Crotona in 
Italy, t he Cherok ees from Kerkyra, the Chilkats from Chalkis, the Mandans from Mantinea, and the Aleuts 
from Eleusia. Why not?"  The scorned derivations of the Atlantists involved whole words. Imagine how 
vastly the comparative process c an b e  e xpanded, w hat unlikely relationships can be expounded, if instead 
of randomly similar w ords the exponent s eizes upon randomly similar combinations of two or t hree letters 
-in English, r egardless of the language source- comprising a ·portion of a name of anything. The p roof? 
Builded of moonbeam s, b ottomed on quicksand. 

Suppose -just suppose, mind you- that b efore there was· a · language identifiable as E nglish, there 
were two gods, or heroes, or whatever, whose names would be r endered in English as Haue and Oc. And 
suppose that the victors of a particularly b loody fracas triumphantly saluted Haue !  Oc ! Havoc ! 

This author's search for linguistic evidence of mankind's  common source i s  havoc indeed. A process 
of indiscriminate removal, insertion, and change of vowels and consonants which the author unblushingly 
as serts are "equivalent• proves that Avebury (Hauebury) in England and the Incan E mpire (Anahuac) 
share a common source. OCs, OGs, OCHs, HAWWAHs, ALAs, and AVAs are scattered through this  book 
with never a reminder that in most instances these name-fragments r ei:>resent some Englishman's effort 
to m ake familiar, if not intelligible ,  the g abble of a b e nighted heathen. [Just to indicate how helpful 
'English' spellings can be, a pamphlet published in Boston in 1 8 3 6  with a Seneca Amerind text is entitled 

• / M " _, / N'/ • ' "" ] "Dlllhsawahgwah Gay ad� shah. Gg_w.§.h_!s GoyadQh. Sgagyad1h dg,wanandenyg" .  Ed. 
So we are conducted from China's Yalu to Florida's Yellow to  Mexico 's  Yalalag to Turkey's Yalak to 

Australia' s  Yallock . Do t hey really prove worldwide distribution of the ancient Aya-Ala/ Ala-Ala/ Ala-Og­
OC? We. are reminded of William S. B aring-Gould 's jocular proof that Nero Wolfe was sired by Sherlock 
Holmes: " . . . and surely it is  no coincidence t hat his Christian name contains the er-o of Sh§!lQck, and his 
surname the ol-e of HQ.!mgs. • 

We are not convinced t hat the worldwide distribution of OG, Hawwah, Ala, Mana, Tema, and Ash or 
sounds more or less like them prove the author's thesis, b ut we  must admit that new worlds of speculation 
are opened by The Key. 
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